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A Case Study on NHN Building Workplace Designs based on the Theory of Creative Class
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Abstract Creativity is one of the most popular keyword used in today’s society due to it's important role as the major post

modern economic drive force. Richard Florida calls the group of people who work in this creative industry as the
'‘Creative Class’ and this theory has affected many organizations and cities. However, little is known about the
work environment of this class, so many designers find it difficult to understand how they may encourage
creativity in the actual physical setting. Therefore the purpose of this research is to understand the major
characteristics of this ‘Creative Class’ and their working styles in order to develop a theoretical framework for the
creative work environment and present a case study of NHN Company main office building. The researcher has
indicated three major characteristics of the creative work environment such as 'Individuality’, 'Socialization’, and
'Experiential’ and through the developed framework found that in NHN building 'Socialization’ through overlapping
territories and programs, spatial openness were used as key methods of encouraging creativity. It is hoped that
this research may be used as a useful guide in designing various types of creative work environment for the
future.
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