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A Study on the Leading Trends in Contemporary Public Design Analyzed in the Context of Main
Social & Cultural Paradigms
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Abstract 21st century has different characters from 20th century which was an era of machine and rationality based on the

industrial revolution. With the advent of the digital revolution, it became an era of pluralism, culture, and emotion.
The digital technology made it possible to connect the whole world together in real time and brought about the
entirely new notion of time and space. It also dramatically altered the world view. Now we have a different set of
social and cultural values from the past. This paper researched the influences of these social and cultural
changes on public designs. The leading trends of public designs were analyzed and the successful cases were
studied. The main research methodologies were the document review and the instrumental case study.

The major social & cultural paradigms of a present era were classified as ‘pluralism’, ‘digital & information
revolution’, ‘human-centered value (against machine-centered value of 20th century), and ‘organic world view'.
Each of the classified paradigms was analyzed more to find out the influences on the various trends of public
designs. ‘Pluralism’ has influence on ‘experiential public design’, ‘community art, and ‘public design of local
values’. ‘Digital & information revolution’ has influence on ‘content-centered public design’, ‘smart public design’,
‘immaterial public design’, and ‘performance in public design’. ‘Human-centered value’ has influence on ‘universal
design approach in public design’, and ‘emotional public design’. ‘Organic world view has influence on
‘sustainable public design’, and ‘ecological public design’.
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