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ABSTRACT

Assessing values in establishing conservation principles has been at the heart of discussions for the last twenty years
since conservation has been recognised as a social process to include various kinds of stakeholders for making a
rational decision rather than a single scientific activity by a small group of experts, Such perception makes values
attributed to cultural heritage important in deciding the reason why, the way how to, and the thing what to conserve
making value assessment become crucial theme to understand and developing value-based conservation process.
However heritage values, the way of assessing them, and establishing value-based conservation principles have been
less studied in Korea.

This thesis aims to initiate studies of heritage values and encourage discussion for setting out value-based
conservation principles. It has three main chapters: 1. to analytically review previous studies on value assessment to re-
delineate various kinds of values which can be attributed to Korean cultural heritage; 2. to examine affecting factors in
assessing values and significance, which are authenticity and historical and cultural dimension of value assessment; 3.

to develop a process to establish value-based conservation principles.

This study left several areas to be developed in future studies: 1. deeper understanding of various kinds of values
from local perspective taking actual cases; 2. addressing problems in compromising conflicting values and providing
solution to conserve all attributed values withing devaluing certain aspects of values; 3. providing guidance for
practicing value - based decision - making process and setting out regular training opportunities for heritage - related
professionals,
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