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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to examine the current situation of otter inhabitation and conservation and to collect basic
information for establishing appropriate policies. We conducted the study around the Bukhan river from April to
October 2009, mostly focusing on otter distribution, feeding habits, threats, and conservation measures, We divided the
study area into 2 sectors: the dam area and the stream. We found 39 spraint sites in the dam area and 70 in the stream
area, A significant difference was observed in the number of spraint sites between the upper stream and the lower
stream, To evaluate the feeding habit, we collected and analyzed the frequency and bulk occurrence of the spraints.
Among the prey items, fish were the most numerous (36.99%) followed by amphibians (17.22%). Fish showed the
highest bulk occurrence in the dam area, and the bulk occurrence of amphibians and insects seemed to increase in the
stream area, However, the bulk occurrence in the dam area seemed to be lower than that in the stream area (ANOVA,
F =399, p € 0.05). Fyke nets and abandoned fishing nets were found to be the most threatening factors, Further
research on the systematic management of otters and the use of stop grids is required for better conservation of otters,

Key Words_Otter, Stream, The Frequency of Occurrence, Feeding Habit, Conservation Measures
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