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The Research on the Development Steps and Facing Problems of
Korean and Japanese Laver Industry

Young—Soo Ock*

Abstract

The laver has been cultivated long time ago by Korea and Japan. Korean Laver Industry has been
influenced by Japan on the many factors since 20th. Nevertheless now the both country showed widening
disparities across the aspect of total Laver Industry each other.

The development steps of Korea and Japan Laver Industry have been advanced differently. That is, we
can keep the Laver Industry development steps of both countries separate by 4 steps. But insignificant of
every step against both countries has been dissimilar.

We can separate from 4 steps in Korea, 1 step is origin period from beginning of laver cultivation to 1961.
Next step is First Development period from 1962 to 1978. This period come out production increase from
about 10,000 tons early 1960 to 50,000 tons late 1970. Next step is Second Development period from 1979
to 2000. This period come out eminent production increase from about 50,000 tons early 1980 to 200,000
tons late 1990. Next step is Stabilization period from 2001 to now. This period come out production control
the size of its production and enlargement of Laver Export.

We can also separate from 4 steps in Japan, 1 step is origin period from beginning of laver cultivation to
1944. Next step is Development period from 1945 to 1975. This period come out production increase from
about 4 billion sheets early 1960 to 8.5 billion sheets 1975. Next step is Peak period from 1976 to 1982. This
period come out sustainable production peak by 6~8 billion sheets and high price. Next step is Decline
period from 1983 to now. This period come out production control the size of its production and sustainable
price down.

These differences showed out facing problems of Korean and Japanese Laver Industry differently. In case
of Korea, the facing problems show out 3. First is structural problem, for example, trouble between original

laver producer and the finished producer by dry laver products. Second is Insufficiency of Plants Protection
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System. Third is low quality of Laver.

In case of Japan, the facing problems also show out 3. First is sustainable decrease of laver consumption.

Second is change of mind against laver, for example, the change of the propensity to consume, and decrease

of brand power. Third is Influence of global system.

The difference of development steps of Korea and Japan Laver Industry show out 2 point of view to us.

First we need consider positive strategy against laver production system of enlargement. Second, we need

consider separate strategy against high quality laver and low quality laver.

Key words : Development steps between Korea and Japan Laver Industry, Facing Problems between Korea

and Japan, Positive strategy against laver production system, Separate strategy against high

quality laver and low quality laver.
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