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Korean Geographies of Retailing and Consumption

Su-Yeul Chung*

Abstract : The retailing industry in Korea has developed with new store formats: supermarket,
convenient store, discount Store, and super-super market. Also, there are confrontation and conflict
between them, becoming a national issue. This study reviews the existing literatures in Korean
geography of retailing and consumption and attempts to set forth the future research themes and
topics. The review shows that the existing literatures disproportionately focus on location, diffusion,
and market area of the new store formats. The future research themes and topics includes the
marketplace combined with recreation, donation, environment-friendliness, or social welfare;
marketplace as a part of global production and distribution system; expansion of marketplace into
homes which are longstanding private space; spatial structure of retailing at various geographical
scale.

Keywords : Geography of Retailing and Consumption, Supermarket, Convenient Store, Discount
Store, Super-Super Market, Marketplace
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