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E 21T A S o] WA AEAIY] A= Bl 2ob 2749
E FAA R oA EedSFodE Aol Hek2A AR ek Q7= Lee(2002)7h
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Research Results and Preparation for the Future Economic
Geography in Korea

Ju-Seong Han*

Abstract : The aim of this study is to examine the changes of institution, quantity and approach
methods of research results in the history of Korean economic geography during the last fifty-five
years (1956-2010) and to offer the preparations for the future research.

The history Korean economic geography can be divided into four periods: ‘period of cradle’
(1956-1962), ‘period of establishment’ (1963-later 1970s)’, ‘period of leap (the former half of 1980s-
the former half of 1990s)’, and ‘period of transition (since later 1990s)’.

Many departments of geography education and geography have been founded in the ‘period of
establishment’ and ‘period of leap’. Among the total research matters (1,621), 44.4 percent of
research results have been made in 2000s and the most researched field was that of manufacturing
geography, which occupied 27.7 percent. In the approach methods, about two-thirds of the results
are the empirical inductive approach and the research frameworks method which clarified the
regional structures and theory of spatial system occupied each about 40 percent.

In the future, each research field of Korean economic geography is expected to take more serious
view of nature environment, thorough regional survey, and preference of economy-society-culture-
knowledge in the research framework of spatial network theory

Keywords : institution approach methods, quantity approach methods, research frameworks
method, Korean economic geography, future economic geography
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