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Abstract

There are lot of arguments whether it is necessary to outsource public libraries in Korea. What
are the impacts of outsourcing public libraries? Is it efficient and productive? How is the
publicness of public libraries maintained after outsourcing? This article studies public library
outsourcing in the U.S, England, Germany, and Japan, and finds implications for Korea.

The results of this comparative study show that outsourcing public libraries is not common in
many countries. However the number of outsourcing is slowly increasing. Public library
outsourcing does not always enhance productivity and publicness. Outsourcing public libraries is
only one of the various managing systems of public libraries, and each county has its own unique
library management system. Korea should also develop its own outsourcing policies and

strategies regarding public libraries to attain their productivity and publicness.
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