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National Identity Reflected in the Olympic Emblems
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Abstract

With globalization, national image has become more important. As national competitiveness is
stressed, the Olympics is considered as an opportunity to show host country’s general
capabilities. Positive national image can be built through successful Olympic Games and Olympic
emblem is a core element of visual identity to make such Olympic Games successful. This study
researches on Olympic emblem based on the fact that emblem is an important visual medium
to show national identity. Examples of national identities reflected in the Olympic emblems were
reviewed and then categorized by motifs and expression. Trend of such categories has been
analyzed from inner-oriented and external-oriented point of view, and characteristics important
for those emblems were studied. This study would be able to be used to understand types of
national identities reflected in the Olympic emblems, and used as a basic data to effectively

establish strategies on national identity.
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