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A Study on the Legal Aspect of Concept for the
Acupuncture and Moxibustion in Traditional Korean
Medical Practice: based on Judicial Precedent

Lee Mee-sun!, Kim Kun-hyung?, Kim Jae-kyu?, Lee Byung-ryul® and Yang Gi-young>

'School of Korean Medicine, Pusan National University
Division of Clinical Medicine, School of Korean Medicine, Pusan National University

Objectives : The purpose of this study is to describe the concept of the acupuncture and moxibustion
in traditional Korean medical practice and to identify the meaning and potential rearrangement of the

acupuncture and moxibustion.

Methods : The study was performed by analyzing 136 cases of lawsuit in the year between 1968 and

2010 which were selected among the acupuncture and moxibustion in traditional Korean medical practice.

Results : According to court rulings, the acupuncture and moxibustion in traditional Korean medical
practice is an act to diagnose a person’s illness, prescribe and treat to cure based on traditional Korean
medicine, to be understood as a medical care in traditional Korean medicine, to have some factor to create
or increase danger to preservation of health or hygiene, and to be practiced by medical specialists based
on their professional knowledge. But, such definition is not proper and exceedingly vague. Besides medical
circumstances in traditional Korean medicine are changing, the enlargement of definition of the acupuncture
and moxibustion is required.

Conclusions @ The meaning and scope of the acupuncture and moxibustion in traditional Korean
medical practice should be modified and amended, reflecting these conditions.
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Fig. 1. Conceptual model for the acupuncture
and moxibustion in traditional Korean medical
Practice
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