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An Increase in University Patents and the Role of the State

Bae, Tae-Sup

ABSTRACT

This  paper  examines  university  patenting  activites as  a
commercialization of academic research. It shows how a number of
university patents increase exponentially and how that can be, especially
in terms of role of the state. In the late 1990, the Korean government
supports the new vision of 'technological innovation' in establishing a
science and technological policy and begins to perceive the importance of
university R&D to overcome the economic crisis. Thus, an administrative,
financial, and legal systems which support the university R&D are
organized and the governmental grants for R&D increase exponentially,
especially in promising new technologies(6T). Also, an institution for
managing intellectual property rights is established in university.
Universities assess professot's performance in terms of patent and license
to encourage patenting activities. Thus the number of patents and its
productivity increase exponentially. But the increase in patents takes place
only to a dozen of universities, this means that a Matthew effect does

work.

Key terms

University  Patents, Technological Innovation, R&D, Institution for
Managing Intellectual Property Rights, Matthew Effect
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