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Relationship of Academic Achievement,
Self-Esteem, Parental Educational Level and

Occupational Aspiration in Elementary School Students

Youl-mae Park

Incheon Hajung Elementary School

The purpose of this study was to examine variables affecting the occupational aspiration of elementary
school students and the relationship of the variables in a bid to acquire empirical information on
influential factors for the development of children's occupational aspiration. Out of the personal
characteristics of school children, academic achievement, self-esteem and parental educational level that
respectively belonged to the cognitive, affective and environmental domains were selected as the variables
that might affect occupational aspiration. And the relationship of the variables to the level of occupational
aspiration was selected as a research question of the study. The findings of the study were as follows: in
relation to the level of occupational aspiration by gender, the girls were ahead of the boys. There were
no statistically significant gaps in that aspect according to grade. And, the academic achievement of the
elementary school students had a positive correlation to the level of their occupational aspiration, and
there was no statistically significant relationship between self-esteem and the level of occupational
aspiration. When academic achievement and self-esteem were selected as predictors, the two variables made
a 8.5% prediction of the occupational aspiration of the fourth graders, and made a 12.3% prediction of
the occupational aspiration of the sixth graders. There were no statistically significant differences in the
level of occupational aspiration according to parental educational level. The fourth and sixth graders were
found to have an occupational aspiration in consideration of not only the characteristics of occupations but

their own academic achievement, namely their abilities.

Koy wards : darmtary schad studenss, cauymational aspration, academic advevarmt, sdf-ereary parental eduaitional
levd.
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