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Development and Challenges for

the Group Counseling Program in Elementary School

Ie-Hwan Ahn

Busan National University of Education

Group counseling in elementary school is very unique in many respects due to the fact that is targets
young people from the aspects of realizing educational goals and solving problems. Because it targets
children who are undergoing development process, group counseling of the preventive nature is required
even more. The reality, however, is that the group counseling in elementary school is carried out during
the “left-over” time such as the time allocated for extracurricular activities. Worse yet, if there the
homeroom teachers are not willing, then even this is not carried out. Moreover, method used for group
counseling is simply re-configuration or modification of the consultation method used for adults regardless
of the fact that it is necessary to develop diverse group counseling programs due to the characteristics of
the children. To improve these problems, this research paper suggests the basic frame that this type of
program needs, and held extensive discussions with sixteen teachers who were pursuing their master’s
degree for holding group counseling in elementary schools. As a result, consensus was developed that
research of demand, contents configuration, organization, operation and evaluation are crucial for
developing group counseling program in elementary school. And the results are to be used as important
back-up material for the development of new program by holding detailed discussions on the above
mentioned five topics. Furthermore, this paper presents the direction for the development of program
going forth by evaluating the group counseling program in elementary school conducted in Korea to this

day, and mentions the challenges that lie ahead.
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