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A Survey of the Status of Management and Prices of Herbal Medicines:
Traditional Korean Medicine Institutions

Dae-Sun Huang, Hyeun-Kyoo Shin
Herbal Medicine EBM Research Center, Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine

Objectives: Comparison of the status of herbal medicine management carried out by traditional Korean medicine

hospitals and clinics, and changes in the prices of the herbal medicines offered by them.

Methods: A questionnaire survey was conducted for 126 traditional Korean medicine hospitals and 4,200 traditional

Korean medicine clinics. Questionnaire sheets were dispatched to them by mail in 2008. Rate of response: 57

hospitals (45.2%) and 465 clinics (11.0%)

Results:

1. Concerning the herbal medicines kept by them, the hospitals and the clinics kept 295 and 147 kinds of medicine,
respectively, on average. As for their monthly expenditure on the purchase of herbal medicines, the hospitals spent
an average of KRW 28.38 million while the clinics spent an average of KRW 1.64 million.

2. The average monthly expenditure of the clinics on the purchase of herbal medicines decreased by 32% from 2006,
which can be interpreted as a reduction of their business.

3. The prices of herbal medicines for disease treatment ranged from KRW 140,000~190,000 per jae(dosage form)
in the hospitals compared to KRW 140,000~168,000 in the clinics.

4. Compared to 1994, the prices of herbal medicines used for disease treatment have risen, whereas the prices of
herbal medicines used as tonics have decreased.

Conclusions: There are no conspicuous differences between the hospitals and the clinics in terms of the prices charged

for herbal medicines, regardless of whether they are used to treat diseases or prescribed as tonics.

Key Words : Traditional Korean medicine (TKM), herbal medicine, traditional Korean medicine hospital (TKMH), traditional
Korean medicine clinic (TKMC), herbal medicine prices
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Table 1. Holding Number of Herbal Medicine in TKMH and TKMC

Distinction(TKMH) Number of Respondents %
100 and below 6 10.5
101 ~ 200 and below 6 10.5
201 ~ 300 and below 16 28.0
301 ~ 400 and below 22 38.6
401 ~ 500 and below 5 8.9
501 and over 2 35
Total 57 100.0
Distinction(TKMC) Number of Respondents %
50 and below 49 11.0
51 ~ 100 and below 49 11.0
101 ~ 150 and below 102 23.0
151 ~ 200 and below 96 21.6
201 ~ 250 and below 102 23.0
251 ~ 300 and below 24 54
301 and over 22 5.0
Total 114 100.0
Table 2. Purchase Expense of Herbal Medicine per One Month(TKMH).
Distinction(10 thousand Won) Number of Respondents %
100 under 7 12.3
100 ~ 200 under 4 7.0
200 ~ 1,000 under 17 29.8
1,000 ~ 2,000 under 15 26.3
2,000 ~ 10,000 under 9 15.8
10,000 and over 5 8.8
Total 57 100.0
Table 3. Purchase Expense of Herbal Medicine per One Month(TKMC).
Distinction(10 thousand Won) Number of Respondents %
50 and below 43 9.6
51 ~ 100 and below 120 26.9
101 ~ 150 and below 102 229
151 ~ 200 and below 55 12.3
201 ~ 250 and below 40 8.9
251 ~ 300 and below 22 49
301 ~ 350 and below 18 4.0
351 ~ 400 and below 10 22
401 ~ 450 and below 10 22
451 and Over 26 5.8
Total 446 100.0
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Fig 1. Maximum and Minimum Price of Herbal Medicine for Disease Treatment(TKMH).
» TKMH : Traditional Korean Medicine Hospital.
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Table 4. Maximum and Minimum Prices of Herbal Medicine for Disease Treatment(TKMC).

94

Minimum Price Number of o Maximum Price Number of %
(10 thousand Won) Respondents ’ (10thousand Won) Respondents ?
9 5 1.1 10 6 13
10 43 9.4 12 17 3.7
11 2 0.4 13 11 24
12 79 17.3 14 12 2.6
13 45 9.9 15 179 39.3
14 20 4.4 16 20 4.4
15 210 46.1 17 28 6.1
16 12 2.6 18 36 7.9
17 14 3.1 19 5 1.1
18 15 33 20 113 249
19 1 0.2 22 1 0.2
20 9 2.0 23 4 0.9
24 and over 1 0.2 24 3 0.6
25 12 2.6
28 1 0.2
30 and over 8 1.8
Total 456 100.0 456 100.0
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Fig 2. Maximum and Minimum Prices of Herbal Medicine for Tonics(KTMH)
*» TKMH : Traditional Korean Medicine Hospital.
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Table 5. Maximum and Minimum Price of Herbal Medicine for Tonics(TKMC).

Minimum Price Number of % Maximum Price Number of %
(10thousand Won) Respondents (10thousand Won) Respondents
9 and below 6 1.3 9 and below 7 1.5
10~19 and below 129 279 10~19 and below 10 22
20~29 and below 181 392 20~29 and below 22 4.8
30~39 and below 132 28.6 30~39 and below 202 43.8
40~49 and below 14 3.0 40~49 and below 162 35.1
50 and over 2 0.4 50~59 and below 52 11.3
60~69 and below 4 0.9
70 and over 2 0.4
Total 464 100.0 Total 461 100.0

*TKMC : Traditional Korean Medicine Clinic.
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Table 6. Fluctuation in the Prices Herbal Medicine of Tonics and Disease Treatment(TKMC).

Distinction Interviewer Year Price Range Mean Price Consumer Expected
(Won) (Won) Price Index(%) Price(Won)
The Association of Korean Oriental Medicine” 1994 100,000 100,000 6.3 -
Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine” 1995 100,000 ~ 120,000 110,000 4.5 104,500
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs® 100,000 ~ 160,000 130,000
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs” 1996 112,000 112,000 49 109,620

Herbal Korea Productivity Center” 120,000 ~ 140,000 130,000
M%iiiscézsefor An Gun Accounting Firm®” 1997 107,462 ~ 118,571 113,016 44 114,443

Treatment An Gun Accounting Firm® 113,000 ~ 122,103 117,551

Hung-Sae Lee” 1999 91,960 ~ 138222 115,091 08 124010
Yong-Sin Park® 2003 100,000 ~ 136,000 118,000 3.5 140,511
Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine 2007 140,000 ~ 160,800 150,000 2.5 156,759
Ki Nam Lee'” 2008 - 126,140 4.7 164,126
The Association of Korean Oriental Medicine” 1994 300,000 ~ 400,000 350,000 6.3 -

Herbal Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs” 1996 250,000 ~ 400000 324,300 4.9 367,150
Medicine for Korea Consumer Agency’’ 1998 - 379,000 75 412,051

Tonics Ung-Sea Lee” 1999 246,767 ~ 350,313 298,540 0.8 415347

Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine 2007 230,000 ~ 440,000 335,000 2.5 522,489
*TKMC : Traditional Korean Medicine Clinic.
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