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ABSTRACT

The object of this study is to examine the process of the birth and transformation of civil engineering education as well as of
modern civil engineers, called ‘State noblesse’, in the state engineer groups of France. For this, we will look into the background
of founding the civil engineer corps and the civil engineering school, the transformation process of the civil engineering school
into the applied school of Ecole Polytechnique, the activities of civil engineers in the industrialization process, and finally the

organization and identity of the civil engineer group.
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