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Abstract

Objective : The aims of this study are to investigate the trend of internet journalism about the toxicity
and safety of the herbal medicine, and to suggest the regulatory solution of the issue.

Method : In this study, we had searched the internet news article published from 2001 to 2011 in the
five major portal sites-NAVER, DAUM, Nate, Google Korean, and Yahoo Korean. The search terms were
‘herbal medicine’, ‘adverse event’, ‘toxicity’. If the articles described the same event in the same form and
tone, the articles were considered overlapping. The overlapped articles were excluded. The articles were
categorized by the form and tone. The form categories were straight news, interpretative story, editorial,
interview, and the tone categories are the positive, the negative, and the neutral. The regulations were
searched about the negative issue.

Result : Total 56 articles were reviewed. There were 19 positive articles, 29 negative articles, 8 neutral
articles. Most negative issues have the proper regulations, but insufficient measures for the adverse event
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reporting system.

Conclusion : The herbal medicine specified adverse event reporting system is essential.

Key words : internet news, toxicity, safety, adverse event, reporting system, herbal medicine
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