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The Life Course Events and the Career Interruption
among Korean Women

Hyunjoo Min

This study analyzes the effects of life course events and labor market conditions
on the duration of career interruption among Korean women. The data were drawn
from 'A Survey on the Women's Employment Interruption in Korea' conducted by
the Korean Ministry of Gender Equality in 2009(currently the Korean Ministry of Gender
Equality and Family). This study categorizes the duration of career interruption into
three categories: (1) short term interruption(less than 12months), (2) short-medium
term interruptio(12-35 months), (3) intermediate term interruption(36-59 months), (4)
long term interruption(longer than 36 months), and then analyzes how demographic
factors, labor market condition, and life events shape the timing of re-entry into the
labor market among women. According to the findings, the jobs that are conducive
to combining market work and mother's role expedite women's return to the labor
market. Further, the younger, higher the level of human capital, and higher monthly
wages that women earned before leaving the labor market, women are likely to
experience short-term interruption(less than 12 months) rather than long-term
interruption(longer than 60 months). Women who left from the labor market to care
for kids are also likely to return to the labor market. However, women who have
preschoolers are likely to experience long-term career interruption. These findings
highlight the role of family supportive culture at the workplace in order for women
to continue their employment while intensive family formation period. Furthermore,
the finding that the discriminatory practices against women, in particular mother
workers at the workplace lead women to exit from the market work calls for
attention to establish family friendly workplace.

Key Words: Women’s career interruption, Married women’s employment, Life
course events and women’s employment, Multinomial logit analysis





