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Abstract : The named source kept in all place names alludes to the close relationship between place name and its
place while it also becomes a fundamental condition for geographical research on place names. Meanwhile, the
named source may be recognized differently according to who the social subjects producing and changing place
names are. Place names represent and constitute the identity and the ideology of the diverse social subjects. This
aspect is related to cultural politics concerned with conflicts and contestation among different social subjects over
the meaning of place names. Particularly, the Gongju—Mok Jingwan Area in the Korean peninsula has long history
and geopolitical location as a borderland and a buffer zone. As a result, it has provided many conditions for
cultural diversity and power relations, both of which have caused social subjects to contest their social power
across space and time, and has led to produce the several types in the changes of place names. Therefore, this
paper aims to investigate the types according to the named source, especially that of the forepart of place names
morpheme, and those cultural~political meanings. These place names are classified into three large groups, such as
the physical place names, the social place names, and the economic place names. These types of place names have
represented the place identity and the ideology of diverse social subjects, and also accompanied the changes by
power relations between themselves.
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