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ABSTRACT

This study was intended to devise means to encourage participation for organizations taking part in “resident participation
parks.”, “Resident participation” has become increasingly recognized as an effective means of park management in Korea.
To this end, this study analyzed the current status of social networks for civic organizations participating in park management
with respect to their degree of participation, credibility and trust, and exchange of information.

Among resident participation parks, “Seoul Forest Park” has been widely recognized as a model example; accordingly
this study designated Seoul Forest Park as its primary research focus. Thirty core members of resident participation
organizations were selected as test subjects. Members of the resident participation organizations under review came from
various backgrounds, including government administrative organizations, citizens’” groups, residents’ groups, and private
businesses. Surveys were used to provide data on credibility and trust between organizations, levels of participation, and
exchange of information, as well as statistics on demographic affiliation. Results were examined through UCINET, a program
designed to analyze social networks.

Survey results indicated that 1) The “Seoul Forest Park Conservancy” and the “Seoul Forest Park Management Office”
constituted a hub within their social networks that maintained significantly more relationships than other organizations with
regard to levels of credibility and trust, participation, and exchange of information; 2) Social networks for organizations
wishing to work together, or desiring active participation in the future tended to center on citizens’ organizations in the
environmental and arts fields; and 3) Women’s associations and meetings of neighborhood(“tong”) leaders had very little
significance as a center in the social networks of local residents groups, and indeed very few connections amongst themselves.
The results of this research can be applied in the devising of proposals for encouraging participation in resident participation
parks in consideration of the social networks between organizations engaging in park management activities for a diverse
array of urban parks and other areas.

Key Words: Park Management, Resident Participation Park, Trust, Participation, Exchange of Information
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