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A Qualitative Study on Design Copying of Fashion Industry
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Abstract : Copying of designs has been condoned in the fashion industry. However, the industry argues that whether
fashion design should be protected by law and what constitute design copying in fashion. This study has been performed
by in-dept interviews with employees in the fashion industry. The study finds that respondents perceived copying of
design to be some extent beneficial to the industry. While, they also observed that it has a negative effect on the industry
due to indiscriminate copying. In regards to standard of drawing the line between copying and inspiration or modification,
designers have subjective and discrepant standards. Fashion industry itself, consumer's biased preference, inefficient edu-
cation and lack of legislation are significantly engaged in design copying.
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