A Study on Establishing the School Grouping System of Middle School
- Focusing the Middle School in Gwangju Metropolitan City -
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Abstract

This study aims at proposing some reform measures for the middle school grouping system in Gwangju Metropolitan City,
which is divided 86 middle schools into 10 clusters and 3 school districts. In doing so, it analyzes the present status of
educational environment and student walking distance in each school district such as the number of student per teacher, the
student density, the school size and the gender ratio in class. And it conducts a survey of 5,363 middle school students, 3,966
parents and 1,007 teachers, also evaluates their satisfaction levels and needs with the student allocation system.

As the result of the survey and data analysis, it finds out some problems in some school districts which are gender imbalance
in class, the preference for private middle schools and inconvenience in commuting to school.. To solve these problems, the
study suggests the better alternatives to replace the current system. Firstly, to set up the basic fundamental principles detailed in
3 action plan, which emphasize the adherence to a close-range allocation, the appropriate size of school and class, and the
equalization of educational environment. Secondly, to establish the information system for managing the school district in order
to be more objective and transparent. Finally, it gives a concrete proposal which divides the 10th school grouping system into

the 11th. The result would be expected to ease the gender imbalance and the concentration of private middle schools, to improve
the student walking condition to school.
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