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The Park Regime and Labor Control Strategy:
Formation and Evolution

Yong Cheol Kim*

Abstract : This paper attempts to analyze the Park regime’s labor control strategy. Specifically, the
research questions are twofold: (i) what strategy was it the Park regime adopted? and (ii) why did
the Park regime adopt it? According to the analysis, the Park regime chose a mixed strategy based
on state corporatism in the 1960s, while adopting a market mechanism strategy in the 1970s. The
former tried to control unions by a state-created worker organization with the market, and the latter
attempted to weaken unions as bargaining agent to a maximum extent by using market
mechanism. The basic reason why the Park regime changed its labor control strategy was complex,
(D appearance of the unstable political ad economic signals and (ii) the ineffectiveness of the labor
control strategy in the 1960s.
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