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ABSTRACT

This paper reviews the strategy of activating spatial data community and its impacts,
focusing on the Cooperative Agreements Program(CAP) of National Spatial Data
Infrastructure (NSDI), established by Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) in U.S.
to facilitate cooperative data sharing. After thoroughly reviewing the 20 research
categories followed by 350 cases, supported by CAP for the last decade, it turned out
that since NSDI issued “Future Directions Initiative” in 2004, the CAP adopted all
components of NSDI as CAP categories in attempting to reinforce the partnership rather
than mainly deploying standardized meta—data. Also, CAP has been utilized as a means
to enforce the role of NSDI as spatial data user and provider as well, recognizing that
the spatial data community 1s essence for expandable and sustainable NSDI.
Implementing CAP resulted in the sound structure of spatial data marketplaces
increasing spatial data demand and promoting the relevant business due to diverse
users.
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