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ABSTRACT

Study on Cruelty in the Horror Comics
: Focusing on <Tomie> of Ito Junji

An, So-Mi

There are the various genres such as current affairs, romance, academy, Wuxia, sports, psychology, learning,
living and horror in cartoons. Among them, the horror comics are based on the story full of real or realistic
subject or exaggerated imagination. The horror comic by Ito Junji have gone through the various printings for the
classes of readers since it was introduced in this country. This study has begun from necessity of research on the
effect of the horror comics genre on the readers by analysis. <Tomie> among Ito Junji's horror comics makes its
own cruel horror image by giving a very unrealistic situation to the usual structure of horror genre. The cruel
horror comics rouse significance of the analysis of the genre as one genre of the comics. <Tomie> has the
'catastrophe' effect for the readers who want to enjoy and deny it at the same time by stubbornly describing
aspect of 'cruelty' of the horror things. This study aims to research 'cruelty of portrayal' of <Tomie> in terms of
human psychology.

Key Word : Horror comics, Ito Junji, Tomie, Horror Museum
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