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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of children’s socio-demographic variables(i.e.. gender, birth order, and
the amount of time staying in kindergarten) on, leadership, self-regulation and children’s peer play behaviors. The participants of
this study are 336 children aged between five and seven in four classes in a private kindergarten and eight classes in a private preschool
located in the capital region. The results revealed that, girls showed more leadership, self-regulation, and play interaction section than
boys: whereas, boys showed higher response in play disruption and the lack of play disconnection. However, birth order, did not
have a significant effect on the sub-domain of leadership, self-regulation competence, and peer play behaviors. As for the duration
children stay in preschool or in preschool or kindergarten, children who spend half-day showed higher reaction in behavioral self-control
and emotional taking abilities than children who stay in the preschool or kindergarten full day. On the other hand, self-esteem of
full-time children was higher than half-time children. Children who were emotionally sensitive, knew how to lead their peer group,
and those who were sociable and self-regulated presented to be more active in peer-interaction than others. Second, as the result
of the correlation analysis reveals, children’s leadership, self-regulation competence, peer play behaviors, and play interaction had a
meaningful effect on the sub-variations of children’s leadership and self-regulation and they showed significant influence upon play
disruption and play disconnection. In addition, girls who were not able to manage or to inspect their behavior and had insensitive
emotion demonstrated higher tendency to play disconnected. Children, who participated in full-day program with having difficulties
in self-regulation or inspecting their behavior properly but had a strong leadership and insensitive showed play disruption highly.
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