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Recent Information on the Plagiarism Prevention

Sung-Ho Lee'

Dept. of Green Life Science, Sangmyung University, Seoul 110-743, Korea

ABSTRACT : Due to its role in maintaining the health of scientific societies, research ethics (or integrity) is notably
receiving attention by academia, governments and even individuals who are not engaged in scientific researches. In this
paper, I will introduce some valuable papers dealt with plagiarism as a representative research misconduct. In general,
researcher's results that will soon be published must meet the crucial scientific criteria: originality, accuracy, reproducibility,
precision and research ethics. The definition of plagiarism is "appropriation of another person's ideas, processes, results,
or words without giving appropriate credit." Compared to fabrication and falcification, plagiarism is often considered as
a minor misconduct. With intentionality, however, plagiarism can be corresponding to 'theft of intellectual product'. The
context of plagiarism is not restricted to the stage of publication. It can be extended to prior stages of proposing (i.c.
preparing the research proposal) and performing (executing the research), and reviewing (writing the review papers).
Duplicate publication is regarded as a self-plagiarism in broad interpretation of plagiarism. To avoid dangers of plagiarism,
earnest efforts from all members of scientific community are needed. First of all, researchers should keep 'transparency' and
'integrity’ in their scientific works. Editorial board members and reviewers should keep fairness and well-deserved qualification.
Government and research foundations must be willing to provide sufficient financial and policy support to the scientific
societies; Up-graded editorial services, making good use of plagiarism detection tools, and thorough instruction on how to
write a honest scientific paper will contribute to building up a healthy basis for scientific communities.

Key words : Scientific societies, Research ethics, Integrity, Research misconduct, Plagiarism, Intentionality, Transparency,

fairness, Plagiarism detection programs.
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