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A Study on Assessment for Competitiveness of Port Hinterland

Yulseong Kim * Sangyoul Kim

Abstract : Global companies regard the conditions of a location as one of the most crucial
factors to assess the competitiveness of ports and the port hinterland, as well as emphasize
creation of throughput and the importance of value added logistics in the hinterland under
diffusing Supply Chain Management(SCM). This study deals with the evaluation of
competitiveness in 7 hinterlands and the establishment of assessment model in hinterland.
This study analyzes the importance of factors for the port hinterland competitiveness using
AHP method. As a result, logistics factor, accounting for 62.3%, is shown as the relative
more important factor, followed by hinterland’s economy factors(27.3%) and city/policy
factor(10.4%). The result implicates that measures to activate logistics factors with relatively
high importance are essentially needed in order to improve the competitiveness of the
hinterland of Busan New Port. Especially, it is needed to establish service routes of the port
and air networks and to expand infrastructure for support. This study also assesses the
competitiveness of hinterlands for the seven domestic and foreign ports based on importance
of assessment factors for the hinterland competitiveness using AHP analysis. Busan(3.903) is
ranked fourth behind Singapore(4.570), Hong Kong(4.357) and Shanghai(4.042) in assessment.

Key Words : Port Hinterland, AHP Analysis, Competitiveness, Assessment
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