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Present Situation of Zoysiagrass (Zoysia spp.) Culture, Sod
Production, and Bland by Prefecture in Japan
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Korea Turfgrass Research Institute, Seongnam 463-840, Korea

ABSTRACT.

This study was carried out to provide recent information on zoysiagrass (Zoysia spp.) sod

production in Japan. Total zoysiagrass sod production acreage in Japan was 6,623 ha. The acreage by prefecture was
3,900 ha (58.9%) in Ibalaki, 779 ha (11.8%) in Tostoli, 609 ha (9.2%) in Kagosima, and 550 ha (8.3%) in
Sijeumoka, respectively. Sod was harvested by 1.5 cm sod thickness. Mowing height of Goraisiba (Zoysia matrella)
and Nosiba (Zoysia japonica) cultivars was cut by 10 mm and 25 mm height, respectively. Japan agricultural
cooperative issued a warranty of sod production quality to zoysiagrass consumers. A quality evaluation for sod
production was carried out continuously to maintain a reasonable degree of uniformity and hight quality of sod
production three times a year. Also, zosiagrass sod production was rotated with Chinese cabbage (Brassica rapa var.
glabra Regel) for improving fertility of soil every five to six years. Patented cultivars for promoting bland in Ibaraki
prefecture of Japan were ‘Tsukuba himae’, ‘Tsukuba kagayaki’, ‘Tsukuba Talou’ and ‘Tsukuba green’.
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Table 1. Zoysiagrass culture acreage and percentage by
prefecture in Japan (2007)".

prefecture Acreage (ha) Percentage (%)
Ibaraki 3,900 58.9
Tostoli 779 11.8
Kagosima 609 92
Sijeumoka 550 83
Miyazaki 308 4.7
Hoskaido 174 2.6
Kumamoto 155 23
Hukui 75 1.1
Kanakawa 45 0.7
MiyaKi 28 0.4
Total acreage 6,623 100

“ This data provided by Japan Turfgrass Producer Association
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Table 2. Culture percentage by zoysigrass species in Ibaraki
prefecture of Janpan (2007)".

Zoysiagrass Goraisiba Nosiba
cultivar (Zoysia matrella)  (Zoysia japonica)
Culture 60 40

percentage (%)

“ This data provided by Japan Turfgrass Producer Association
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Table 3. Acreage and percentage harvested of zoysiagrass
production by prefecture in Japan (2007).

prefecture name Acreage (ha) Percentage (%)
Ibaraki 3,159 64.3
Tostoli 540 11.0
Kagosima 439 8.9
Sijeumoka 230 4.7
Miyazaki 255 5.2
Hoskaido 73 1.5
Kumamoto 137 2.8
Hukui 47 1.0
Kanakawa 27 0.5
MiyaKi 3 0.1
Total acreage 4910 100

* This data provided by Japan Turfgrass Producer Association
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Fig 2. Sod thickness and mowing height harvested in Ibaraki
prefecture of Japan.
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Fig. 4. The progress of Zoysiagrass productions. A. after sod productions; B, recover by rhizome of ‘Tsukubagreen’ cultivar in 6
months after harvest.

Fig. 5. Producing area mixed by zoysigrass species of broad leaf width in Goraisiba (Z. matrella).
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Table 4. Patented cultivars in Ibaraki prefecture of Japan.
Cultivar Species Characters
o Heigh density, fine leaf, excellent sod establishment vigor, dark leaf color
. . e Early green up in spring
Tsukuba himae Zoysia matrella o Stays greener later into the fall
e Enabled in planting to green in golf course
o Heigh density, fine leaf, excellent sod establishment vigor, dark leaf color
Tsukuba Kagayaki  Z. matrella e Resistance for large patch
o Excellent traffic tolerance, Enabled in planting to school ground, park et al.
o Thick stolon and rhizome, vitality growth
. . ¢ Excellent sod establishment vigor, dark leaf color
Tsukuba Talou Z. japonica « Broad leaf width
e Resistance for large patch
o Low plant height, dark leaf color
Tsukuba ercen 7 iavonica o Thick stolon and rhizome, Short internode length
&r Jap o Excellent traffic tolerance, Enabled in planting to school ground, park et al.
o Excellent Root and sod establishment vigor
o|ut2}7|8le| ZTC| BEMES FZ BHE ANE oM FFASS s skl 1991d5H 2002
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