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Evaluation of Adults' Knowledge on Generic Medications in Korea

Yu Jeung Lee”
Graduate School of Clinical Pharmacy, Sookmyung Women’s University, Seoul 140-742, Korea

Abstract — Generic medication market has been increased for economic reasons in Korea. Health authorities worldwide
recommend the use of generic medications nowadays. However, patients in Korea are not familiar with the generic med-
ications and considerable percent of those do not know the definition of the generic medications. The purpose of this study
was to evaluate adults' knowledge and perception on the generic medications at community pharmacies in Korea. This study
was a 11-questionnaire survey conducted from August 9, 2010 to August 27, 2010. Of the 204 respondents, 63 (30.9%)
responded that they knew what a generic medication was, but only 16 (25.4%) of those answered that generic medications
had the same efficacy as brand medications. When pharmacists were the source of generic medication information, more
patients reported having knowledge about the definition of generic medications correctly compared with other sources.
Patients with negative experience with generic medications within 6 months were more reluctant to generic substitution
suggested by a pharmacist than those with positive experience. Based on the results of this study, further studies should
be conducted to establish the best way to provide generic medication information for patients.
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Table I - Demographic characteristics of patients

Frequency Percentage

Parameter () %)

Male 61 29.9

Gender Female 143 70.1
Total 204 100.0

20s 30 14.7

30s 51 25.0

Age 40s 61 29.9
50s 48 23.5

Over 60 14 6.9

Total 204 100.0

High school level 121 59.3

. University level 79 38.7
Education Graduate school level 4 2.0
Total 204 100.0

Good 70 34.3

Self-perception Fair 101 49.5
of health Poor 33 16.2
Total 204 100.0
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Hhdel A5, HEFeH, 7% OEHOﬂ w2} _LLX]"I“}“] Az} ZﬂLﬂQ Fig. 1 —Patients' sources of generic medication information.
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Table II - Sources of generic medication information according to age groups

A Sources of generic medication information Total X2
e ota
8 Doctors ~ Pharmacists Nurses Internet Newspapers, magazines Television Relatives, friends ®
20 0 4 0 6 0 0 3 13
S
0.0% 30.8% 0.0% 46.2% 0.0% 0.0% 23.1% 100.0%
30 2 2 0 8 1 4 4 21
S
9.5% 9.5% 0.0% 38.1% 4.8% 19.0% 19.0% 100.0%
0 8 1 0 4 1 9 23 31.087
40s g
0.0% 34.8% 4.3% 0.0% 17.4% 4.3% 39.1% 100.0%  (0.028)
I 0 1 0 1 1 2 1 6
S
0.0% 16.7% 0.0% 16.7% 16.7% 33.3% 16.7% 100.0%
2 15 1 15 6 7 17 63
Total
3.2% 23.8% 1.6% 23.8% 9.5% 11.1% 27.0% 100.0%
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Table III - Knowledge regarding generic medications

What is a generic medication?

Sources of generic - - - - Total X2
medication information Same efficacy Cheaper than Less efficacy Different color and Different manufacturer ota ®
as brand brand than brand shape than brand than brand
Doctors 0 0 L 0 1 2
0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 0.0% 50.0% 100.0%
Pharmacists 10 2 0 ! 2 15
66.7% 13.3% 0.0% 6.7% 13.3% 100.0%
Nurses 0 1 0 0 0 1
0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0%
Internet 2 1 2 1 9 15
13.3% 6.7% 13.3% 6.7% 60.0% 100.0% 46.127
Newspapers, 0 0 2 1 3 6 (0.004)
magazines 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 16.7% 50.0% 100.0%
Television 3 1 0 1 2 !
v 42.9% 14.3% 0.0% 14.3% 28.6% 100.0%
. . 1 8 4 0 4 17
Relatives, friends 5.9% 47.1% 23.5% 0.0% 23.5% 100.0%
Total 16 13 9 4 21 63
25.4% 20.6% 14.3% 6.3% 33.3% 100.0%
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Table IV - Intention of generic substitution according to experience with a generic medication

Do you agree with generic substitution

- . . e ist? X2
Experience with a generic medication suggested by a pharmacist? Total ®
Yes No
. 6 2 8
Same efficacy as brand 75.0% 25.0% 100.0%
Less efficacy than brand 1 6 7
¥ 14.3% 85.7% 100.0%
0 1 1 8.464
More adverse effects than brand 0.0% 100.0% 100.0% (0.037)
6 2 8
Etcetera 75.0% 25.0% 100.0%
13 11 24
Total 54.2% 45.8% 100.0%

J. Pharm. Soc. Korea
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Fig. 2 — Reasons why patients do not agree with generic substitution.
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