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Abstract The purpose of this study is to study internal and external factors affecting entrepreneurial intention
of korean professional soldiers who are supposed to retire less than one year. Another main focus of this study
is to find out whether there is mediating effect of entrepreneurial support programs for entrepreneurial intentions.
In this research, data were collected from 361 officers and non-commission officers who are scheduled to retire
from the military within 5 months to one year after at least 10 years of military service. The collected data
were analyzed by SPSS using the regression analysis method.

In this study, we found that internal factors did not positively affect entrepreneurial intentions, however, external
factors positively affected entrepreneurial intentions. It was also found that entrepreneurial support programs
played important role as moderating variables between social perceptions toward entrepreneurs and their
entrepreneurial intentions. Based on these findings, implications of research implications are discussed, and
recommendations for future research were provided.
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