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A Study on the Architectural Characteristics and Meaning of Wolfsburg Cultural Center

In Alvar Aalto’'s designs, important factors of complex building designs including Wolfsburg cultural center are that

they insinuate how to develop each architectural type and how to combine them in a building. The humane and
physical background studies, and wholistic and systematic approaches are adopted to fulfill research purposes.
Comparison with other buildings are necessary to reveal true meaning of this building. The result of analysis
show characteristics of Wolfsburg cultural center as follows; hybrid composition of mass and elevation, spatial
effect using level difference and light, massing variation of roof, and creating space for various activities.
Wolfsburg cultural center designed in late 1950s has greatly affected Aalto’s later works through various
architectural experiments because it is the first cultural complex project that combined various architectural types.
Especially library in the cultural center has shown transitional characteristics to famous fan-type libraries of 1960s
while maintained features about Viipuri library. Wolfsburg cultural center act as an another type which present
new principles of clustering, massing and exterior design. Its true meaning lies in forming a humanizing place
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