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Abstract

The sense of crisis on seriousness of earth environment is gradually getting greater and the importance of environment
education followed by this trend is being highlighted. As an environment friendly New Environmental Paradigm opposed to
the human Dominant Social Paradigm on the existing environment is on the rise, the environment education considers not
only the perceptive field, but the definitive field and behavioral pattern to follow as important values. Accordingly, the basic
awareness of students on environment was found out in order to perform a proper environment education and tried to find
out the behavior pattern that the students have on environment on this basis .

For the research tool of this study, the one that has revised the Revised NEP Scale for elementary school students which
Geum, Ji Hun - Kim, Jin Mo have validated the feasibility and reliability while the test paper was prepared by dividing into
recycling behavior, energy preservation behavior and source of information. The target of this study was 600 students in
sixth grade of elementary school residing in Kimhae, Gyeongsangnamdo while the mean, average, standard deviation,
independent t-test and correlation analysis were performed using SPSS 15.0 statistics program for a total of 462 copies
including 235 copies from male students and 227 copies from female students.

The results of this study are as follows.

First, everyone had high pro-NEP tendencies on the environmental problem with 4.14. On the other hand, the anti-NEP
did not have high awareness standard with 2.98.

Second, the awareness level on resource recycling was shown as being quite high with 4.05. Between NEP and resource
recycling, a positive correlation of r=.155 was shown so that the awareness level on resource recycling was getting quite
high as the awareness on environment problem was getting higher.

Third, the awareness level on energy saving activity was shown as being very high with 3.0. Between NEP and resource
recycling, a positive correlation of =210 so that the awareness level on energy saving was getting quite high as the
awareness on environment problem was getting higher.

Fourth, for the source of information on environmental problems of region, our country and global village, the television
and internet were shown as main sources of information while the ratio of positive answers on teachers and region as sources
of information was shown as quite low.
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Table 2. Means and standard deviations of pro - NEP
Item Statements M SD
1 We are approaching the limit of the number of people the earth can support. 3.59 .88
3 When humans interfere with nature it often produces disastrous consequences. 4.66 .63
5 Humans are severely abusing the environment. 4.34 .81
7  Plants and animals have as much right as humans to exist. 4.54 75
9  Despite our special abilities humans are still subject to the laws of nature. 391 97
11 The earth is like a spaceship with very limited room and resources. 4.00 1.01
13 The balance of nature is very delicate and easily upset. 3.79 1.03
15 If things continue on their present course, we will soon experience a major ecological catastrophe. 4.30 90
Pro-NEP 4.14 .50
Table 3. Means and standard deviations of anti - NEP
Item Statements M SD
2 Humans have the right to modify the natural environment to suit their needs. 3.50 1.13
4 Human ingenuity will insure that we do NOT make the earth unlivable. 3.55 1.18
6 The earth has plenty of natural resources if we just learn how to develop them. 3.23 1.28
8 The balance of nature is strong enough to cope with the impacts of modern industrial nations. 2.38 1.25
10 The so-called "ecological crisis" facing humankind has been greatly exaggerated. 3.13 1.10
12 Humans were meant to rule over the rest of nature. 2.48 1.19
14 Humans will eventually learn enough about how nature works to be able to control it. 2.61 1.17
Anti-NEP 2.98 73
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Table 4. Recycling behavior
Item Statements M SD
1 I recycle newspapers and magazines. 4.23 .92
2 I recycle glass bottles and jars. 4.13 1.02
3 I recycle milk cartons. 4.19 .95
4 I recycle styrofoams. 4.00 1.08
5 I recycle plastic bottles and jugs. 4.21 .98
6 I recycle cans and scrap metals. 4.12 1.05
7 I recycle plastic bags. 3.99 1.08
8 I recycle batteries. 3.54 1.26
Total 4.05 .85
Table 5. Energy conservation behavior

Item Statements M SD
1 I turn off lights when not in use. 4.13 .93

2 I try to reduce water consumption brushing my teeth and washing my face. 3.11 1.30

3 I walk on foot for a short distance. 433 .81

4 I pull the plug out when not in use. 3.31 1.21

5 I wear long underwear at home in the winter. 3.37 1.36

6 I try to use notebooks to the end. 3.49 1.15

7 I try to use less paper towels. 3.73 1.00
Total 3.64 .68
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Table 6. Major sources of information about environmental
problems in our living district

Information sources items N %
Teacher 72 15.6
TV 242 52.5
Internet 228 49.5
Family or friend 80 17.4
Radio 25 5.4
Newspaper 80 17.4
Gimhae 30 6.5
Gyeongsangnam-do 21 4.6
Republic of Korea 31 6.7
I have never heard about that. 20 4.3
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