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Abstract : This paper aims to describe the rapid growth of the one-person households in terms of the socio-economic
demographic perspectives during the period of 1995-2005 and to analyze the spatial distribution patterns based on
different characteristics of one-person households. The increase in the divorce ratio in the middle-aged, the growth of
unmarried people the young generation, and the increase of life expectancy in the old generation are explanatory
factors for the rise and diversification of one-person households in Korea. The rapid increase of one-person households
is accompanied by a diversification in their age, gender, marital status, education level. Uneven distribution of one-
person households depends on their age, level of education and dwelling type. Highly educated young adults residing
in their own apartment are generally concentrated in major cities, whereas senior citizen with their own single house
who lives alone are mostly in rural area. One-person households of the highly educated young adults are significantly

polarized in the light of their the living standards. In particular, metropolitan area or big cities are mixed with those
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who have their own apartment and are financially capacity and with those who rent in a detached single house. As

such, one-person households have considerably heterogeneous characteristics. Therefore, each local government will

face different economic and social problems based on which group of one-person households are increasing and

where they are concentrated in. To this extent, the local government should have differentiated welfare policy

according to its own respect.

Key Words : one-person households, spatial distribution, growth pattern, socio-economic demographic characteristics
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Table 1. The growth of one-person households and change of the proportion by marital status
(1A7F9] S7HFAleE SA4EE v 59 ¥

(unit; thousand households, %)

household households marriage status
year all one-person | proportion | unmarried divorced widowed | married
1995 12,958 1,642 12.7 46.2 6.2 355 121
2000 14,312 2,224 155 430 9.8 35.1 12.0
2005 15,887 3,171 20.0 45.0 11.8 31.6 11.6
555 growth 2,929 1,529 668 272 419 169
2005 gr;:fh 22.6% 93.1% - 88.0% 268.5% 71.8% 85.0%

Source: Statistics, Population Census(5A1%, Q1 -FEHEZAL FArE)
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Fig 1. Population pyramid of one-person households with marital status by gender and age, 2005
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Fig.2. Growth trend of one-person households by gender and age, 1995-2005
(117179) 4, &34 S7154), 1995-20051)

Table 2. The proportion of the unmarried in the growth of one-person households by age, 1995-2005
(1854 191715 Z7h50l A vl & 191717} 2pA 8k 1] %, 1995-20054d)

(unit: households, %)

growth growth

age all unmarried | unmarried | male(%)? age all unmarried |unmarried | male
(CON )P %)?

20 - 24 73,475 32,742 44.6 13.7 55 -59 72,644 10,469 14.4 53.2
25-29 | 130,386 128,778 98.8 34.4 60 - 64 63,827 5,660 8.9 49.3
30-34 | 190,338 178,576 93.8 05.4 65 - 69 99,621 3,552 3.0 414
35-39 141,759 117,955 83.2 72.2 70 - 74 126,004 1,989 1.6 34.5
40-44 | 147,756 76,023 51.5 71.4 75-79 115,148 989 09 23.8
45 - 49 162,319 46,807 28.8 065.1 80 - 84 67,012 455 0.7 231
50-54 | 109,991 21,094 19.2 57.3 above 85 | 25903 166 0.6 27.7

Note 1): The proportion of unmarried households in one-person household growth by age in 1995-2005.
(1995-20054 5 2 A58 S7H 1970t 7hedl vlE 1971 S714e7) AFAJshe Ble)
2) The proportion of male household in one person household growth by age in 1995-2005.
(1995-2005\ 5t 7+ A58 S7He W& 17 7k Erdel ARlshe A
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Fig.3 The changing trend of proportion of one-person households by sex and age, 1995-2005

(578, AYFH 1A G

£-9] ¥} A, 1995-2005)

%)
250 -

150 -

50 4

00

—— male(dong)

200 4 <=+ male(eup, myeon)

—— female(dong) gAY
-+-- female(eup, myeon)

T T T T T T
20~24 25~25 30~34 35739 40~44 45749 50~534 55~58 60764 6569 7F0~74 75~79 BO~B4  B5+

Fig.4. The comparison of age distribution of one-person households in urban and rural area, 2005

(98, A 1017179 B] %] o} S v]

i, 2005)

— 487 —



Bl o] EAJo] B]8) A et glom, T AR
QAeo] F7He4E AXWA T0thell 4 71 AL T 9}
ok b BjRAl e Fe B 1a7he A
2] AFlgo] 7H & vhEle] 1 o4 191747
o] 49 o] AFSH= vlgo] 1 et Aol

E3 A 1097F ISR 1907H0] A5
2 Ari o ol4e] 101717 S7hee] 7M7)
PR QICHE 3 B). i o4 Bl 7H4l 19)

1921 7k70] 91 - H| - Af|

St

=

S40l wE gEmE

Of!

k2

=

7t A 108 52F OoF 64%F 717t S7kske] &
7F 78] 41.6%5 AHAISEAL QlTh o] gk o

22 7 1710 43 S7ER Q18 19954 141
7] 20%E ARG tiE o] (s 23h 9] H]
%2 200540 32.8%%2 2A Loyt wekA
20058 AlellA 19171 1078 7He-d] 3782 i ol
o] gkl 7R gkl & 4 Qloh g 20059

Aol A, Agda 1917119 we42S 1t

=
[e)
= 5]
=

=

o2

Table 3. The growth of one-person households by education levels, 1995-2005
(1749 B/5FE 5714, 1995-2005d)

(Unit: household, %)

995 2005 1995-2005
household | proportion household proportion growth growth rate share
uneducated 343,663 20.9 477,704 15.1 134,041 39.0 8.8
elementary 269,416 16.4 489,709 15.4 220,293 81.8 14.4
middle sch. | 171,431 104 292,853 9.2 121,422 70.8 7.9
high sch. 528,561 32.2 870,155 274 341,594 64.6 224
university 307,363 18.7 942,899 29.7 635,536 206.8 41.6
graduated 21,942 13 97,355 3.1 75,413 3437 4.9
total 1,642,376 100 3,170,675 100.0 1,528,299 93.1 100.0
above 85 M F
80-84 |
75~79
70~74
6569
60~64
55--59
50~54
45~49 uneducated
40-44 I:l elementary
35239 l:l middle sch
30~34 I high sch
25~29 - above univ.
20~24
250 200 150 100 50 0 50 100 150 200 250
(1,000 househalds)

Fig.5. Population pyramid of one-person households with education levels, 2005
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Table 4. The change of home-ownership type in
one-person households, 1995-2005
(1JA7F+9] e 5 F e $3}, 1995~20054)

(Unit: household, %)
1995 2005

households | ratio
owner | 538378 (32.8)
lease 510,476 31D
rent 513,350 (31.3)
free 80,202 (4.9
total 1,642,406 (100)

households | ratio
985,764 31D
762,482 (24.0)
1,269,520 | (40.0)
152,813 (4.8)
3,170,759 (100)
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Table 5. The change of housing type in one-person
households, 1995-2005(121 7} 2] Fe-53& #H
3},1995~20054)

(Unit: household, %)

1995 2005
households | ratio |households | ratio
detached
1265633 | 771 | 2,056,011 | 64.8
house
apartment 186,851 114 668,058 | 21.1
multi-units
N 86,129 52 | 233048 | 73
ouse
efficiency 4
apartment 13,290 0.8 131,199 2
non-residential | 90,503 5.5 82,263 2.6
total 1,642,406 | 100 | 3,170,579 | 100

— 489 —



qge= sHa) AgSol me FeedE vask
o} 191 AA| 7He] A4 2 olste] st 7hxl 7}
TE& W5l AFste H[Eo] 60,602 & Bt
ol gjg} ol4ke] gL 711 7l A4S s
Hl 88 53 3% thh YA et ok E3t tet
olgo] st s 7hxl HA| 7Hto] A9 Arde] kobd

5% ofthEo] A &S WX FobaL glo]
i5-544] AFFC| A$ ofstEe] AXFHE Hlgol
45.9%% A5 ek,

Jeiu 94z AL

ol
AT

1017};94

191 7k 720] Q11 - H| - AREIStA S 4ol

| e SEED

1

)

= wAglo] T3] AAIH R e ol A
| e GhEaeeo]] A2 AFE1aL Qe el
o}, ?hE ZAZ e v 2 2512 dAl7 R
A AFFo] woPAsE ofutEe] 755tz HlEo)
HAF S7Fshe A0 R UERLEaL %E}
1I7HE 7k w9 chz2Ql gl
ol= A2 digh o)/l st 7%1 25444
oe}. 25-44A] The} olde) BHe& 7l
7hd] OF 119%= A7} 4-2] ofhEe] ASskal Gl=
8|3 36%= MR THESEo] A5k %
3] o] ol L3hHA Fee e 7HL
THEo| AF8h= BlEO] oF 68%F Hol= wt

rr

r_‘N Oﬂ. Lot
ofr
o

EL

o

=
=

o
YA =
3

Zel 99 o] Holt= LrEptA] o}
ek ZH AT o o
ShEeo] 753}
skl %]\E]' oll—: =

rlr

izl

24T 9l 7o) 3
o] o 679 &5

=3}

FHALS

o=

9 gEzE] A%

of Fehekd Wl 3 v 4
EEES

7H1 654 o) ‘ﬁ%%ﬂl*ﬂi I’Jhﬁ‘i T

Table 6. The ratio of housing type by home-ownership according to the education level and age of one-person
households, 2005 (1¢17}7t2] &+ - Az FeHH S

Fefof wt

= == [e]
2 Feq,

2005)

(Unit: %, household)

owner rent

detached multi-unit detached multi-unit
house APT house others| total house APT house others |  total
family households 34.3 51.4 12.8 15 (7,759,220 | 46.9 40.9 9.4 2.8 4,323,233
under 25 | 264 39.5 29.7 4.5 2,618 760.5 8.3 5.7 9.5 60,798
25-34 20.2 51.0 255 3.3 25,207 71.7 13.5 7.0 7.8 249,550
under | 3544 | 201 | 472 | 205 | 32 | 50582 | 723 | 147 | 63 67 | 261976
high | 4554 | 454 | 358 | 151 | 37 | 92149 | 712 | 167 | 54 67 | 233,420
school | 5564 | 635 | 233 | 107 | 25 | 171290 | 678 |213 | 56 54 | 151812
65+ 80.0 13.9 4.9 1.2 487,888 60.7 25.1 5.6 2.6 228,689
one- Total 67.6 21.5 8.9 2.0 | 829,734 | 70.5 17.4 6.0 6.1 (1,186,245
person under25 | 186 | 545 | 192 | 7.7 | 8447 | 783 | 69 5.2 97 | 189,566
25-34 12.2 66.1 16.0 5.6 50,017 62.7 17.4 7.4 12.5 418,740
over 35-44 12.6 70.1 12.4 4.8 39,733 515 29.0 7.3 12.2 125,524
univer | 45-54 21.2 63.9 9.1 5.8 26,527 49.2 32.8 6.7 113 47,594
S| 5564 | 308 | 548 | 89 | 54 | 15465 | 506 | 335 | 65 95 | 14,825
65+ 337 | 540 | 83 | 40 | 14021 | 490 |379 | 65 6.6 8,175
Total 18.0 63.9 12.7 5.4 | 154,210 | 63.5 18.1 6.8 11.6 | 804,424
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Table 7.

The ratio of housing type by rent status according to education level and age of one-person
households, 2005 (2} 7}]] A F3t= 107F+9] g -

= = [e]
2 zegd,

Ao W 20095)

(Unit: %, household)

lease rent
detached multi-unit detached multi-unit
house APT house others | Total house APT house others Total
family households 42.6 43.2 12.0 21 12725999 | 543 36.8 5.0 39 11,597,234
under 25| 717 12.8 9.7 5.8 14,049 78.0 7.0 4.4 10.6 40,749
25-34 63.6 19.4 11.6 5.4 80,719 75.6 10.6 4.8 9.0 168,831
under | 3544 | 642 | 205 | 112 | 41 | 83559 | 760 | 120 | 40 | 79 | 178417
high 45-54 65.9 19.8 10.2 4.0 71,892 73.6 153 33 7.8 161,528
school | 5564 | 680 | 188 | 100 | 31 | s8si2 | 676 | 228 | 28 | 68 | 93300
65+ 09.8 19.7 8.9 1.7 | 112,731 03.7 30.5 24 3.4 115,958
o Total | 666 |195 | 103 | 3.6 | 421,462 | 72.6 | 162 | 3.7 7.5 | 764,783
person under 25| 68.3 13.2 83 10.1 | 50,570 819 45 4.1 9.5 138,996
25-34 55.2 23.7 9.7 11.4 | 194,313 69.3 12.0 53 13.5 224,427
over | 3544 | 414 | 397 9.8 9.1 | 57,701 60.2 19.8 5.2 148 | 67823
univer | 45-54 37.1 45.9 9.0 7.9 20,774 58.6 22.6 4.9 13.9 26,820
-sity 55-04 40.8 43.8 9.1 6.4 6,700 58.6 25.0 43 121 8,125
65+ 44.4 41.9 9.1 4.6 4,247 54.0 33.0 37 87 3,928
Total 533 | 269 9.5 10.4 | 334,305 | 70.8 11.9 4.9 12,5 | 470,119
e WOl gtk B3] AkAR] GEFEe] AR A 11T u]go] /1 RS NGBS FE FRAY
3 L be R BEFEe] AFSE b Y 02 A JBR65.6%S MR FHRE2.4%), A
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Table 8. Comparison of top 10 regions in the proportion of one-person households aged 20-39 and
above 65
(20-394] 19171719} 654 0] 191 7F7 7k A A8 vl F o2 2 4] 109] A9 H] 1, 2005 )

proportionof proportion of | above age
rank region ) age 20-39(%) rank region e — 65 (%)
1 Gwanak-gu 32.6 75.8 1 Imsil-gun 30.1 70.5
2 Gangnam-gu 27.2 69.0 2 Gokseong-gun 299 70.2
3 Yuseong-gu 234 65.6 3 Boseong-gun 31.3 69.6
4 Siheung-shi 21.7 64.4 4 Damyang-gun 26.4 69.4
5 Gwangjin-gu 22.2 64.1 5 Hapcheon-gun 32.4 69.0
6 Mapo-gu 25.4 63.1 6 Hampyeong-gun 30.9 68.9
7 Osan-shi 19.7 62.4 7 Uiryeong-gun 35.6 08.7
8 Suwon-shi 205 62.2 8 Namhae-gun 30.2 68.4
9 Seocho-gu 19.5 62.1 9 Jangseong-gun 26.6 68.2
10 Seo-guin 20.0 61.0 10 Suncheon-gun 30.4 68.1
Daejeon
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Fig 6. Spatial distribution of the proportion of one-person households aged 20-39 and above 65.
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Table 9. Grouping of one-person households by
socio-economic demographic characteristics
(1Q17F72) Q1L - AA - AbE]3HE E A of wh2

a1E3h
characteristics(age, education level, ownership,
group || i
ousing type)

group 1 | age 25-44, university, owner, APT
group 2 | age 25-44, university, rent, detached house

above 65, under high-school, owner, detached
group 3

house

above 65, under high-school, rent, detached
group 4 )

house
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Fig.7. Comparison of spatial distribution patterns of one-person households by groups, 2005

(Zr 28 ¥ 1A7k9] 7 g g v] i, 20054)
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Table 10. The number and proportion of one-person households of highest 10% by groups, 2005
(ZF 288 1917bp 50k 7hu] S0 B 4F9] 10% 2] ¢ 3, 2005H)

a number of one-person

proportion of one-person

rank | 1 group 2 group 3 group 4 group rank 1 group 2 group 3 group 4 group
Nowon Gwanak | Gyeongju | Busanjin Gwanak Gokseong | Gangseo
1 . 1 Nowon-gu
-gu -gu shi -gu -gu gun -gu
Goyang Gangnam | Goheung Gyerong | Gangnam Boseong Jung-gu
2 . Jeju shi 2 . .
shi -gu gun shi -gu gun in DG
Suwon Suwon Sangju Yuseon, Uiryeon, Gijan,
3 . ) g,] Masan shi 3 | Yongin shi 8 veons s
shi shi shi -gu gun gun
Yongin Cheongju Pohang Dong-gu Dongjak | Hampyeong |  Seo-gu
4 . . . . 4 | Gunpo shi .
shi shi shi in DG -gu gun in DG
Gangnam- Seo-gu Seongnam Seo-gu Gwangjin Namhae Seogwipo
5 . Naju shi . 5 . .
gu in DJ shi in GJ -gu gun shi
Cheonan Dongjak | Jeongeup Seo-gu Namyangju | Gyeongsan Ulleung
6 . , 6 . ) Imsil gun
shi -gu gun in DG shi shi gun
7 1 shi Haenam Suwon Buk-gu Seoch Sunchang Dong-gu
Jeonju shi Mapo-gu gun shi 7 in US Seocho-gu gun in DG
g Buk-gu Gwangjin ) i Buk-gu g Seoch Seo-gu Hapcheon | hae shi
in GJ -gu Miryang shi in DG eocho-gu in DJ gun Jinhae shi
Anyang Seongnam Gwangju Nam-gu Gangjin Dong-gu
mie <hi DAhA ‘hi
? shi shi Gimje shi | Pohang shi | 9 shi in US gun in BS
Cheongju | Changwon | Suncheon Dalseo Dobong Nam-gu Damyang Jung-gu
10 . . 10 . e
shi shi gun -gu -gu in DG gun in US
Seongnam Jeonju Geumjeong Gyeyang | Changwon | Goheung |Geumjeong
11 . . Jinju shi 11 .
shi shi -gu -gu shi gun -gu
Ansan An-dong | Dongdae Anyang Sancheong | Dongnae
12 |Seocho-gu . . 12 . Mapo-gu
shi shi mun-gu shi gun -gu
Bucheon | Gyeongsan |Uiseong gun| Haeundae 13 Jung-gu Jindo gun Busanjin
13 . . Dalse-gu .
shi shi -gu in DG -gu
" Seo-gu Seodt Hapcheon Jeonju 14 Goyang Suseong Yecheon )
inDJ cochogu gun shi shi -gu gun Yeonje-gu
L b . shi Nam-gu _ Nma-gu Dong-gu ) . shi
15 | Dalseo-gu Cheonan Jeju shi in DG 15 in GJ in GJ Sinan gun Jeju shi
¢ Seo-gu n | i Bucheon ¢ Buk-gu | Chuncheon | Jangheung | Nam-gu
! ingy | Govangshi | Iksan shi shi ! in GJ shi qun in DG
Haeundae- Gimcheon | Yeongde Haeundae | Seo-gu Uiseong Seo-gu
17 Dalseo-gu . 17 . .
gu shi ungpo-gu -gu in GJ gun in BS
. Buk-gu Dongdae | Changnye | Gyeongju . Gwacheon | Jeonju Jangseong | Yeongdo
8 in DG mun-gu ong gun shi 8 shi shi gun -gu
. Gangseo Nam-gu Boseong Suseong . Gi bi Seodae N
9 u in US gun u 9 impo shi fun-gu Jangsu gun | Sasang-gu
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a number of one-person

proportion of one-person

rank | 1 group 2 group 3 group 4 group rank 1 group 2 group 3 group 4 group
Yeongde Songpa Yeosu Dongnae Yangsan | Gwacheon | Cheongdo | Masan shi
20 ungpo-gu -gu shi -gu 20 -gu shi gun
Songpa Buk-gu |Yeongcheon| Sasang Uiwang Hamyang Dongdu
21 . . 21 . Dalseo-gu .
-gu in GJ shi -gu shi gun cheon shi
Bupyeong Seodae Gochang | Jinju shi Seo-gu Gochang Yeongju
22 22 . Gumi shi .
-gu mun-gu gun inIC gun shi
Chuncheon | Nonsan Gimhae Buk-gu ) Hanam
23 | Mapo-gu shi shi shi 23 in DG Yeonsu-gu | Gunwi gun shi
highest| 23,269 95,564 103,454 21,202 range of proportion of cites in highest 10%
1% | (82%) | (87 | 65%) | (@95%) |range | 64-30 | 25991 | 663-576 | 102-41
highest| 46,965 163,448 235,312 47,983 range of proportion of cites in highest 30%
30% | (77.1%) (83.3%) (60.3%) (65.0%) range 6.4~2.1 25.9~5.2 66.3~35.6 10.2~2.8
Total | 60,911 196,289 390,108 73,874 mean 1.4% 4.0% 23.4% 2.4%

Note. SE-Seoul, BS-Busan, DG-Daegu,IC-Incheon, GJ-Gwangju, DJ-daejeon, US-Ulsan
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