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A Study on East Asia Cultural Diversity in Geography Education:
Centered on "Human Realtionship and Living-Habit ; Culture
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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to suggest the contents for geography education about East Asian cultural
diversity. I chose "Human Relationship and Living-Habit, culure among East Asian diverse cultures and fixed 4 themes:
family cultures, traditional cultures, friendship cultures and relationship cultures with other people. For making the
lesson contents for East Asian cultural diversity, I analysed Geography 2009 Revised Curriculum and presented specific
contents differently depending on grades. Until now, static and homogeneous cultures in East Asia have been
emphasized mostly at school but cultures that are dynamic and related to students®® life are proposed in this study.
Through understanding the differences of the East Asian cultures, it will be possible to expand mutual understandings
among the East Asian people. This study will be a good alternative and paving the way for enhancing cooperations in
East Asia.
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Table 1. Unit analysis of ‘East Asia cultures’ learning in Geography 2009 Revised Curriculum

200748 =gl "SotAot 23 && ks
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[ELY i s S |

Possible units of ‘Fast Asia
Grade B
cultures’ learning

Learning Aims

Third Grade " - Diverse Features of living

- Observe the cultural differences and similarities of
students living in different regions.

Fourth Grade - Places related to our place

- Identify the locations of the nations related to our
nation and observe the characteristics of physical and
human surroundings.

Sixth Grade - Nature and cultures of world- - Know the cultural difference of the world-wide
wide various areas various area, cultivate an attitude of world peace and

international collaboration.

Seventh Grade - Diverse cultures - Explain the cultural similarities and interrelationships of
East Asia centered on our country

Tenth Grade - Diversity of cultural landscape - Understand meaning of cultural landscape and analyze
the regional differences of diverse landscapes.

World Geography - The journey which starts toward - Understand the cultural diversity of Asia through

the world
- The world of conflict and
coexistence

examples of religious landscapes.
- Seek solution-methods and observe the conflict
regions by differences in religion and language.

Sauce: Geography 2007 Revised Curriculum (Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 2007)
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Table 2. Contents analysis for ‘East Asia cultures’ learning in Geography 2009 Revised Curriculum
Textbooks. WIAILY ‘SOMIof B By LI T =4

Text Unit

Contents

A * East Asia is One Family
1) Commonness in Fast Asia
2) Cultural exchanges with other Asian countries

- East Asia Cultural Area
- Common cultures: Buddism, Confucianism, Chinese

character, Rice farming

- Popular cultures in East Asia

B * Past, Present, and Future in East Asia
1) Cultural exchanges in East Asia
2) East Asia Cultures with similarity and endemism

- Cultures diffusion from China through Korea to Japan
- Cultural commonness in East Asia
- Popular cultures in East Asia

C * Cultures in East Asia
1) Cultural exchanges in East Asia
2) Cultural commonness in East Asia

- East Asia Cultural Area
- Cultural commonness in East Asia

D * Cultural commonness in East Asia

- Cultural commonness and the factors in East Asia

E * Korea and East Asia cultures

» Cultural commonness and Cultural exchanges in East Asia

Sauce: Geography 2007 Revised Curricutum
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Table 3. Contents of 'Human Relationship and Living-Habit, cultures. "21712t#|9t

MESH, 2319 &g g 7d

Subjects

Elementary School

Middle School

Recognition
about family

- How much different is the
recognition about family
among Korea, China and
Japan?

-Family Birthday Event

-Conversation among Family

-Annual Family Events

- The sameness and difference
of relationship culture among
family’s members in Korea,
China and Japan

-Relationship with grandparents

-Relationship with parents

-Conversation with family

-Annual Family Events

« Why these aredifferent?

- 'The sameness and difference
of family culture in Korea,
China and Japan

-Ancestor worship culture

-Relationship with parents

-Conversation with family

-Annual Family Events

- Sameness and difference of
family ancestor worship culture

- Globalization & Family Culture

- Family culture & ancestor
worship culture from for
sustainable society

Recognition about
traditional cultures

- What is the sameness and the
difference in traditional
cultures in Korea, China and
Japan?

-Traditional holidays’
ceremonies

“Traditional events of
community

- The sameness and the
difference of traditional
cultures in Korea, China and
Japan.

-The meaning and importance
of traditional holidays’
ceremonies

-Traditional events of
community

-Necessity of traditional cultures’

succession and development

- Exchange of traditional
religious cultures in Korea,
China and Japan.

- The sameness and the
difference of traditional
religious cultures in Korea,
China and Japan.

-The sameness and the
difference of religious

landscapes

-The sameness and the

difference of religious cultures

- Exchange of traditional
religious cultures in Korea,
China and Japan.

Recognition about

- The means and contents with friends

friendship Understanding of friend’s conducts
- The necessary things for maintaining a good friendship
- Ways of dealing with conflicts between friends.

* Globalization & Friendship

Recognition about | - Difference of sympathy about words and deeds of other persons

words and - The word and deed which is sympathized.
behaviors - The word and deed which is not sympathized.
of other persons - Ways of dealing with conflicts between people.

- The meaning of Living Together and the ways for living together.
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