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The Characteristics and Expression of Landform in Feng-shui Map
on Genealogical Table in the Choson Dynasty
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Abstract : A feng—shui map is a kind of map that features such propitious positions as fortune—bringing spots or
ideal grave sites. The map is a representation of the most ideal natural terrains in terms of feng-shui perspectives.
This study did research on two feng-shui maps registered on some genealogical tables in order to see how the
map was drawn up. In addition, the detailed characteristics of landform expressions like the frame of the map,
viewpoints, center—oriented mapping, water flow, mountain theories were delved into,

The results of the research are as follows: the feng~shui maps for this research used the techniques of double scale
and aerial view, described terrains with grave sites in their centers, and enlarged important terrains compared with
surroundings for exaggeration purposes. In addition, other vital landforms not observed from grave sites were
depicted with viewpoints moved and were represented in fine details. The part of mountain theories had the
following points as their main subject matter: geographical locations, overall orientations of mountain ranges,
topographical traits, grave seat directions and surrounding terrains.

Key Words : feng~shui map, genealogical table, feng—shui, expression of landform, center—oriented map, double
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