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in the Changjiang Delta Region: 1978~2006*
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Abstract : Today, the name of Changjiang {Yangrze) Delta Region is used to designate an economic region which
consists of sixteen cities including Shanghai City. The region has achieved the highest rate of economic growth in
the world as well as in China since China opened its economy toward the world marker. The aim of this study is
to examine the modern tramsition of spatial stucture in the region after the opening policy (1978) and the
membership of WTO (2000). In the examination, the study divides the spatial structure into three aspects
industrialization, urbanization and economic integration. The outcome of examination suggests that spanal division
of industry, horizontally and vertically, has not reached a satisfactory level even if it is stll in progress. The stuclv
proposes that the intervention of government in the market and company activity has hindered the spatial division
of industry including service sector between the cities, and thus the cconomic integration. It further suggests tha
the specialization of urban function has not entered into the maturing stage, with the shortage of mid-size citics
that would mediate spatial-economically between the large-size cities and the small-size cities in the urban
hierarchy.
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