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ABSTRACT

A Critical Approach to Thriller Films as Male-centric
Narratives : Focusing on {The Man from Nowhere> & <l Saw
the Devil>

Hwang, Hye—jin

The purpose of this study is to analyze <The Man from Nowhere> & <I Saw the Devil> through the
hypothesis which thriller films based their narratives on the specific characteristics of Koeran society have
became mainstream genre in recent Korean film industry. In the viewpoint that popular films and discourses
provide the imaginary form of solving problems which threatens the maintenance of status quo in real world.
<The Man from Nowhere> & <I Saw the Devil> intend to disclose the identities of antagonist who
condense the contradiction of Korean Society and then represent protagonist's practices to integrate
disruptions from that contradictions through being a revenger.

In the process of reading texts, the fact that there are some crisis in Korean Society not only public
realm but also private realm and male—subjects as protagonists struggle for protecting private realm has
revealed. But each film appeals to the public using two different narrative strategies. <The Man from
Nowhere> has got popularity by making a fantasy which male—subject success to rebuild the family and
punish antagonist severely. In the meantime the protagonist of <I Saw the Devil> cannot believe his victory,
this kinds of anxiety might come from the traces of antagonist as reflects so many contradictions of Korean
Society. At this point, we can expect there will be something new which retrospect our own history and gaze

reality itself without ideologically given complex in Korean films in the near future.

Key Word : thriller, male—subject, male—centric narrative, Korean Society, contradiction, disruption,

integration, revenge, public realm, private realm
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