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Exploring Pre—service Science Teachers' Motivation for Career Choice
and Their Self-Image as a Science Teacher

Chang, Hyunsook* - Lee, Hyunju'
Kuksabong Middle School - '"Ewha Womans University

Abstract: This study investigated pre-service science teachers motivation for career choice and their self-image
as a science teacher. Although their motivations for becoming science teachers were very persond, three major
characteristics emerged. First, during the process of their growth, their interest in education and science existed
separately, and later the two interest were naturally focused on the job of a science teacher. When they find out that
teaching science is right for them, they developed their inner motivation. Second, teaching opportunities to teach
science subjects, including classroom observations, TA, tutor, and teacher-aid, played an essentid role for them in
finding their aptitude for science teaching. Third, their teaching-rel ated experiences were very effectivein building up
their self-image as a science teacher and in preparing for the job. It also reinforced their inner motivation, which was
important in finding their direction in life as a science teacher. Fourth, there were two categories for the self-image as
ascience teacher. One was teaching-oriented and the other was science subject-oriented. These imagesfor the science
teacher were closaly connected with their inner motivation for science teaching.

Key words: pre-service teacher, science teacher, motivation, career choice
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Table 1
Participants for this study
Name  Gender Ethnic group Majors Year Teaching Experiences
. Geology, . .
Sherry F Caucasian Secondary Fd. Junior tutor, observing classes
. . Chemistry, . L .
. Hispanic : 1st year of involving in elementary teaching
Robin M . Spanish, . .
American Grad School project, observing classes, TA
Secondary Ed.
Claire F Multiracial Biology, Senior tutor, 1nvqlv1ng in elementary
Secondary Ed. teaching project, observing classes
tutor, bible study teacher, involving
Erica F Korean Biochemistry, 1st year of in elementary teaching project,
American Secondary Ed.  Grad School — summer school teacher, observing

classes, TA
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