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The Characteristics and Applications of Han-Ok in the Perception of their
Residents and Experts
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate residents' perceptions and attitudes towards Han-Ok based on a study
of the characteristics and elements of Han-Ok that experts perceived. For the study, in-depth interviews were conducted
and the data of 7 experts and 24 Han-Ok residents were analyzed.

The results of the study were as follows. First, the characteristics of spatial arrangements are primarily emphasized
and provide emotional stability for the residents. Placement on the ground, a suitable scale, appropriate openings and
closures, hierarchical spatial system and a spatial relationship provide a feeling of comfort and protection. Second,
the spaces and the materials of Han-Ok are considered the representative elements providing functionality and health.
The close relationship between the inside and outside area makes the air naturally circulate and natural materials such
as wood, soil, and paper have the function as natural ventilation, heat storage, and in the prevention of various illnesses.
Third, residents in modern society put more of a value on experiences of natural environments that are usually impossible
in the city. The simple and incomplete characteristics in using color, materials, and form, provide a culture of story
telling and a leisurely lifestyle. Fourth, the cold and spatial inconvenience of Han-Ok are solved by partially using
modernized equipment and material. The functionality of spatial systems in Han-Ok needs to be promoted in order
to change the residents' perceptions of cold in Han-Ok.

Keywords: characteristics of Han-Ok, perceptions of the professionals, perceptions of the residents
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