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Three Sides of Korean Genetically Modified Food
Controversies: Global Standatds,

Right-to-know and Counter-experts

Kim, Hyomin; Yeo, Jaeryong; Yoo, Soohyung

ABSTRACT

The main issue in Korean debates over genetically modified (GM)
foods have been government’s responsibility to guarantee consumers’
right-to-know and make informed choice. Counter-experts’ critique over
the current regulatory processes based upon substantial equivalence have
not been widely publicized. Through interviews and textual analysis, this
paper explored three groups’ performances in Korean GM food
controversies-regulatory  scientists, civil  society  organizations, and
counter-experts. Analytic focus was made upon how each of the groups
interact with current GM food regulations. While making conflicts with
regulatory scientists and their ‘discourse of compliance with global
standards,” counter-experts were excluded from regulatory processes. This
article suggests that the processes and contexts in which counter-experts
failed to form strong alliance with other groups need to be examined in
order to further understand the specific contours of Korean GM food

controvetrsies.
Key terms

Genetically Modified Food, Counter-experts, Regulatory Science, Social

Movement
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