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A Study on the Achievements and Issues
of the Senior Well-being Villages Project

Lee, Yoo-Jick

Department of Landscape Architecture, Pusan National University

ABSTRACT : In order to improve the quality of life and support the successful living of the elderly people in rural community,
the Senior Well-being Villages Project has been carried out by Rural Development Administration since 2005 in Korea. This timely
project, however, produces good results with 582 villages so far, we must endeavor to upgrade it more effectively. This study is to
find complementary way of improving the project, and the results of the study are summarized as follows. First of all, the
sustainable and practical strategies of the health care for the rural elderly must be adopted. The elderly people's mutual care system
can be a good option for improving the existing project. Secondly, the cooperative heath care system must combine with this
project. In this regards, health cooperative federation system can be also a challenging option. The beneficially activity of rural
elderly people, which is a component of this project, must be linked with rural social enterprise or community venture. The local
experts or capable men of various fields including family, the aged problem, social welfare, and regional development, must be
appointed, and the support system enables them to do their jobs actively in the Senior Well-being Villages Project as well as other
community works.

Key words : the rural elderly, Senior Well-being Villages Project, health care.
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