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Importance of and Influencing Factors on Nurses' Caring Behaviors for
Elders with Dementia

Kim, Chun-Gill

Professor, Division of Nursing, Hallym University

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the importance of nurses' caring behaviors and to identify
influencing factors on nurses' caring behaviors for elders with dementia. Methods: Data were collected through
questionnaires from 156 nurses in several demented elderly setting and analyzed by applying descriptive
statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Scheffe-test, Pearson's correlation coefficient and stepwise multiple regression with
SPSS/WIN 16.0. Results: The average score for importance of nurses' caring behaviors was 3.55 and the 'attentive
to other's experience' factor was the highest level. The mean score of nursing professional value was 8.46 and
job satisfaction, 3.86. Importance of nurses' caring behaviors had a significant positive correlation with nursing

professional value, job satisfaction and nurse's age. Four significant variables influencing importance of nurses

caring behaviors were job satisfaction, nursing professional value, working area of nurses and cognition
dysfunction of elderly. Conclusion: With the results of this study, importance of nurses' caring behaviors can be
improved by intervening the factors affecting this importance. Based on the findings of this study, further nursing
practice and research for nurses' caring the elders with dementia should be focused on job satisfaction, nursing
professional value, working area of nurses and cognitive dysfunction of elderly.
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Table 1-1. Differences of Nurses' Caring Behavior according to Nurses' General Characteristics (N=156)
. . P
0 +
Characteristics Categories n (%) M=ESD Range torF (Scheffe)
Age (year) 43.01+8.69 24~62
Career (month) 130.5+94.70 6~394
Gender Male 3(1.9) 3.43%£0.31 -0.08 .567
Female 153 (98.1) 3.55%0.31
Education 3-year diploma 82 (52.0) 3.55£0.31 0.70 .497
Bachelor 47 (30.1) 3.51£0.33
> Master 27 (17.3) 3.60+0.31
Marital status Unmarried 22 (14.1) 3.56£0.35 213 .099
Married 134 (85.9) 3.54%£0.31
Religion Buddhism 16 (10.2) 3.56%+0.21 2,13 .099
Protestant 63 (40.4) 3.53£0.33
Catholic 24 (15.4) 3.69£0.24
None 53 (34.0) 3.50£0.34
Living together Parents 11 (7.1) 3.6810.34 2,95 .022
Parents-in-law 7 (4.5) 3.19£0.22
Spouse or children 116 (74.3) 3.55%0.30
Brother or sister 4(2.6) 3.6310.37
Others (alone, dormitory) 18 (11.5) 3.55%0.31
Working area Elderly hospital 52 (33.3) 3.56%0.31 3.31 .022
Institution 32 (20.5) 3.68+0.26
Home visiting 39 (25.0) 3.47%0.33
General hospital 33(21.2) 3.49£0.31
Position Staff nurse® 86 (55.1) 3.55£0.30 3.22 .025
Charge - head nurse” 25 (16.0) 3.61£0.31 (d<b,c)
Head of institution® 6(3.9) 3.83£0.23
Visiting nurse” 39 (25.0) 3.45+0.33
Salary (10,000 won) < 200 69 (44.2) 3.54%0.30 2.19 .073
200~ < 250 60 (38.5) 3.52+0.32
250~ <300 10 (6.4) 3.64+0.34
300~ < 400 11 (7.1) 3.64%0.26
> 400 6(3.8) 3.87£0.27
Table 1-2. Differences of Nurses' Caring Behavior according to Demented Elders' General Characteristics (N=156)
. . y2)
0 +
Characteristics Categories n (%) M=£SD Range torF (Scheffe)
Age (year) 78.2%£7.15 65~100
Gender Male 42(26.9) 3.54%£0.31 -0.09 .926
Female 114 (73.1) 3.55%0.32
Education None 47 (30.1) 3.56+0.32 0.10 .042
Literacy 32(20.5) 3.47%0.32
Elementary 34 (21.8) 3.55£0.34
Middle school 14 (9.0) 3.49£0.29
High school 16 (10.3) 3.65+0.25
University 13 (8.3) 3.63£0.22
Cognitive dysfunction ' Mild 17 (10.9) 3.55%0.22 4.99 .008
Moderate 69 (44.2) 3.46%0.34
Severe 70 (44.9) 3.63£0.29

TThis criteria was applied on the score of Korean version of Mini-Mental State Examination (Lee, 2009): Mild 20~23, moderate 10~19, severe <9,
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WER shal EHge b Aglste] gAA v A ERE Al Ade EFe], A=l gt
A2 ot SANSEY BE FUAL A ) EF, ARANT A%, Blstel SHalAlz)), FHAR B
sho] BAAS BABPAE R B A% BARA A 202 AN YK, olelF sk Auzh ohd v
©] §40] 0.84~1.00% 0.1 o] ’Fo] YL A= 1,00~ AAS =Rl A7 (Kim, 2010) o4 ZFS AR} QIAGE 191 &
1192 10 olsk2 Ureh} 440 2AlE 9th A% B9 % A5 338000} Fkor] asliat vy
A% 219 ToEd JFS VAT e s A =919 Fe HE AAF VS 7P S as 1y
A= 102, p= 017), A= 181, p 017, 3 kel AL EFE], Dol £, BAsHel &
T A2 W(B=.184, p=.020) 22|aL =81f AN (B= ATV, SAHAY WA o2 JAAF ek Aol
210, p=.005)elen] ol5el AL 181%ckF=  Ho] A=l EHE 7EA) dik =9l EHE 7
15.94, p<.001) (Table 4). SAEL e01o] AEH =2 FAE ¢ £33 Ao
Table 2. Levels of Caring Behaviors, Nursing Professional Value and Job Satisfaction of Subjects (N=156)
Variables Range M=ESD (item mean)
Caring behavior 115~168 149.02+13.17 (3.55)
Respectful deference to other 33~48 43.00%3.72 (3.58)
Assurance of human presence 31~48 42.06%4.26 (3.51)
Positive connectedness 20~30 31.35%£3.19 (3.48)
Professional knowledge and skill 11~20 17.87+1.99 (3.57)
Attentive to other's experience 9~16 14.73£1.67 (3.68)
Nursing professional value 3.5~10.0 8.46%1.21
Job satisfaction 10~30 23.15%3.57 (3.86)
Table 3. Correlation between Caring Behavior and Other Variables (N=156)
Nursing professional value Job satisfaction Nurses' age
Variables
r (p) r(p) r(p)
Caring behavior .29 (<.001) .31 (<.001) .21 (,008)
Table 4. Variables Influencing Caring Behavior (N=156)
Variables B B R’ Adj, R t p 1A p
Job satisfaction 0.706 192 .094 .088 2.42 017 15.94 <.001
Cognition level 5.553 210 141 130 2.85 .005
Working area 5.896 .181 173 156 2.42 .017
Nursing profession 1.996 184 .202 181 2.35 .020
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