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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Management of Local Channel and Renewed License of
Cable TV System Operator in Korea

In—Sook Jung® * Sang—Yune Chung"*

This study explores the management of cable local channel and its related issue of renewed license.
Programming of the local channel is the special obligation duty on the cable system operators(SO) under
the article 70 (3) of the Broadcast Act. The law provides that SO should operate a local channel which
produce, program and transmit the local information, a broadcast program guide and the official
announcement items etc. under the conditions as prescribed by Presidential Decree. And the article 55
of the Enforcement Decree defines the scope of broadcast program which transmit through the local
channels. And the Korea Communications Commission(KCC) grants a renewed licence 3-5 years based
on the level of contribution to the development of local community under the article 31 of the Broadcasting
Act and the Rules of Broadcast Evaluation. However, the management of local channel does not give
the operators real benefit for the investment of a significant cost, and it could be a reason why the
local channel programming has not been vitalizing despite of the legal coercion. To solve the several
research questions, this study used in-depth interviews with the experts concerned and literature review
for the government documents. The result shows that each SO local channel schedule almost 24 hour
a day, but much of them is the repeat programming. In addition to that, the outcome reveals that
the scale of the cost investment on the local channel is decreasing and the evaluation score of its
management is not so positive figures. These result indicates that the policy of the cable local channel
needs revised policy alternatives or paradigm on the basis of realistic goals.

Keywords: Cable TV System Operators, Cable Local Channel, Broadcast Evaluation, Renewed License
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