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Abstract

A Study on the Legal Aspects of International Express Courier Business

Lee, Chang-Jae*

Considering a trend of logistics and transport industry in these days, it can be
said that international express courier service is one of the most familiar transport
type to the general public. Especially in Korea, due to development of electronic
commercial transaction and the popularity of television home shopping, it can easily
anticipated that express courier business will continuously grown in the future.
However, the legal basis for international express courier is not properly set up
so far. The only clause about this can be found on Korean Aviation Law said
as ’commercial documents delivery business’. The origin of the commercial
documents delivery business in Aviation Law is to make exception from public
postal services which has been exclusive status as monopoly based on the Korean
Postal Law. Basically, according to this regulation, all the private postal delivery
is prohibited except some sort of commercial documents such as consignment notes,
packing list, invoice etc. Thus, those documents could be delivered not only by
public postal services but also by private courier company according to the Korean
Postal Law. This waiver has probably come from under developing condition of
Korean postal circumstances, however it should be revised according to the
modernized business practice. Reflecting these revisions, the articles of Korean
Postal Law adopted ’international express courier document’ as the exception of
postal service. Therefore, Korean Aviation Law also needs to be revised as Postal
Law in due course.

In addition to revision of Korean Aviation Law, some sort of new legislation

* Ph.D, Researcher at Institute of Law, Sung Kyun Kwan University
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is required to govern the private legal aspects such as legal liabilities, duties and
rights of each parties on international express courier. This should be governed
by ’law’ not by ’terms and conditions’ provided by business operators. Furthermore,
to support and develop the current domestic logistics companies as international
express courier company, it is required to regulate with the separate express courier

law.

Key Words : express courier, courier law, aviation law, postal service, logistics



