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can fly autonomously or be piloted remotely,
recoverable, and can carry a lethal or nonlethal payload. Ballistic or semiballistic vehicles, cruise
missiles, and artillery projectiles are not considered unmanned aerial vehicles. USJFCOM, JP 1-02

Department of Defense Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms (2001), p.577.

7) A powered, aerial vehicle that does not carry a human operator, uses aerodynamic forces to
provide vehicle lift,
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Professor Green, quoting from a treatise dating to 1802, states that "it is only with the

writers of the nineteenth century that either a clear. definition or the rights of soldiers

or the first usage of the term 'combatants’ is found.”
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12) Green War: An Assessment of the Environmental Law of International Armed Conflict 22:1
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13) Military and Paramilitary Activities (Nicar. v. U.S.), 1986 L.C.J. Report 4, 94.

14) Burrus M. Carnahan, Unnecessary Suffering, The Red Cross and Tactical Laser Weapons 18
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TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON THE ELIMINATION OF THEIR INTERMEDIATE-RANGE AND
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Aolseh. FaARE AAANA Aol vEEEAA 4TS AfSHAOY 17t o] AFE FA
: AR W, vEgRE ga vRegh A 938 22Eeole] Klagenfurt

U

aapptkar ety 1 =4 2ol A fFuARTE 817 Arlee Sl w

14 BRelA = Faleads et Ao sosta AbY shdEd tal w3
o g vYFomn A ddFE A,

53) “For the State to use force to rescue its citizens or persons under its protection from manifest
danger is not intervention and is not an act that is prohibited by international law. The classic
example of this is the rescue by Israel armed forces of Israeli passengers of a foreign aircraft
hijacked to a third State which made no attempt to secure their release. The Security Council
rejected attempts by the State concerned, in the Entebbe incident, to condemn that action.”
Shabtai Rosenne, The Perplexities of Modern International Law, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers
Leiden(2004), p.245. 1215, 47 =&, p.20o0A AU-&.
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55) ICJ Report 1986, pp. 361-362.
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Abstract

A Study on UAV and The Issue of Law of War

Lee, Young-Jin*

People may operate unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs or drones) thousands of
miles from the drone’s location. Drones were first used (like balloons) for
surveillance. By 2001, the United States began arming drones with missiles and
using them to strike targets during combat in Afghanistan. By mid-2010, over forty
states and other entities possessed drones, many with the capability of launching
missiles and dropping bombs. Each new development in military weapons
technology invites assessment of the relevant international law. This Insight surveys
the international law applicable to the recent innovation of weaponizing drones.
In determining what international law rules govern drone use, the most salient
feature is not the fact that drones are unmanned. The fact drones carry no human
operator may be the most important new technological breakthrough, but the key
feature for international law purposes is the type of weaponry drones carry. Whether
law enforcement rules govern drone use depends on the situation and not necessarily
who is operating the drone. Battlefield weapons may also be lawfully used before
an armed conflict in the following situations: when initiating self-defense under
Article 51 of the United Nations Charter; when authorized by the UN Security
Council; when a government seeks to suppress internal armed conflict; and, perhaps,
when a state is invited to assist a government in suppressing internal armed conflict.
The rules governing resort to force in self-defense are found in Article 51 of the
UN Charter and a number of decisions by international courts and tribunals.
Commentators continue to debate whether drone technology represents the next

revolution in military affairs. Regardless of the answer to that question, drones

*  Professor of Law School, Chungbook National University
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have not created a revolution in legal affairs. The current rules governing battlefield
launch vehicles are adequate for regulating resort to drones. More research must
be undertaken, however, to understand the psychological effects of deploying
unmanned vehicles and the effects on drone operators of sustained, close visual

contact with the aftermath of drone attacks.

Key Words : UAV, International law, Self-defense, Armed conflict, UN Charter



