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Association of Prescribed Drug intoxication and Neuropsychiatric history
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between patients with a neuropsychiatric his-
tory and features of their suicide attempt, in order to analyze the risk associated with psychiatrist prescribed drugs
Methods: We retrospectively investigated cases of intentional overdose drug ingestion in patients greater than 14
years of age who visited OO emergency medical center between January 1, 2008 and July 31, 2010. We evaluated
patient medical records to ascertain their age, sex, neuropsychiatric history, and components of ingested intoxicant.
Information regarding any suicide reattempt was obtained after discharge through follow up telephone survey.
SPSS version 13.0 was used for statistical analysis. Fisher s exact test was performed with p<0.05 considered sta-
tistically significant.

Results: Ninety-six of 209 patients (46%) had a past history of psychological problems. Among those 96 patients
with a history of psychological problems, 46(48%) used an overdose of the medicine prescribed by their psycholo-
gist in order to attempt suicide. However, for patients without a history of psychological problems, intoxication by
neuropsychiatric drugs was insignificant. Neuropsychiatric patients required greater follow up care after discharge
and exhibited significantly more suicide reattempts.

Conclusion: This study revealed that patients sometimes use the medicine prescribed by their psychologist to
attempt suicide. Therefore, an exhaustive plan to control the medicines prescribed to psychiatric patients should be

established.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Patients (n=209)
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Sex Mae 51 (24%)
Female 158 (76%)
Age less than 20 33 (16%)
21~40yrs 88 (42%)
41~60 yrs 60 (29%)
more than 61 28 (13%)
Psychologic Past History YES 96 (46%)
NO 113 (54%)
Previous suicide Attempted 36 (17%)
attempt History Non 173 (83%)
Data are expressed as n (%).
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Table 2. Association of Neuropsychiatric History and Suicide Drugs.

NP (n=96) Non-NP (n=113) P-value
NP drug 46 (48%)* 11 (10%) 0.024
Suicide Drug Hypnotics 23 (24%) 26 (23%) 0.621
Other 27 (28%) 76 (67%) 0.155

NP: Neuropsychiatric

Others include chemicals other than NP drug and hypnotics.
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Table 3. Association of Neuropsychiatric History and Re-attempt of Suicide

NP (n=93*) Non-NP (n=113) P-vaue
Re-attempt Yes 11 (12%) 3( 3%) 0.215
No 82 (88%) 110 (97%)
* Three Patients were excluded because they refused to answer about re-attempt.
Table 4. Association of Neuropsychiatric History and follow up
NP (n=96) Non-NP (n=113) P-value
NP follow up Yes 44.(46%) 14 (12%) 0.031
No 52 (54%) 99 (88%0)*
* P<0.05
Table 5. Association of Neuropsychiatric History and Disposition
NP (n=96) Non-NP (n=113) P-value
Admission 50 (52%) 62 (55%) 0.755
Disposition Self-DC 43 (45%) 47 (42%) 0.842
Transfer 3( 3%) 4( 3%) 0.981
DC: Discharge
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