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ABSTRACT

This is the first report of Aprion virescens, belonging to the family Lutjanidae, collected

in Korea. The specimen (151.4 mm in standard length) was caught by the gill net in the coastal waters
of Jeju Island on 30 October, 2009. This species is characterized by having a deep vertical groove in
front of eye, very short pectoral fin almost equal to snout length, and four black spots on dorsal fin.
We propose a new Korean name, “Nok-saek-tung-dom-sok” and “Nok-saek-tung-dom” for the genus

and species, respectively.
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INTRODUCTION

There are 17 genera with about 105 species of jobfishes
or snappers (Family Lutjanidae) in the world (Nelson,
2006) and 4 genera with 10 speciesin Korea(Kim et al.,
2005; Kim et al., 2007). They generally inhabit near the
bottom of tropical and subtropical seas, usually no deeper
than 100 m. Among them, the genus Aprion comprises
only one species worldwide and is morphologically char-
acterized by having a deep groove in front of eye and a
short pectoral fin (Shimada, 2002). The green jobfish
(Aprion virescens) is widely distributed throughout the
Indo-Pacific and is mainly caught with trolled lures, hand
lines, bottom long lines and bottom trawls(Allen, 1984).

Recently, one specimen of A. virescens was collected
by gill net in the southern coastal waters of Jgju Island,
Korea. We described the morphological characters of A.
virescens as an addition to the list of Korean fishes.

A single specimen of A. virescens was collected from
Daepo-ri, Jgju Iland, Korea, on 30 October 2009. The
specimen was preserved in 10% formalin for a week and
then preserved in 70% ethanol. Counts and measurements
were followed by the method of Hubbs and Lagler (1964).
The examined specimen was deposited at the Fish Gene-
tics and Breeding Laboratory, Jgju National Univer-sity
(INU), Korea.
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Genus Aprion Valenciennes, 1830
(New Korean genus name: Nok-saek-tung-dom-sok)
Aprion Valenciennes in Cuvier and Valenciennes, 1830:
544 (type species:. Aprion virescens Valenciennes,
1830).

Aprion virescens Valenciennes, 1830
(New Korean name: Nok-saek-tung-dom)
(Fig. 1; Table 1)

Aprion virescens Valenciennes in Cuvier and Valencien-
nes, 1830: 544 (Seychelles); Lee, 1987: 293 (Taiwan);
Goren and Dor, 1994: 36 (Red Sea); Shimada, 2002:
828 (Japan); 1984: 167 (Japan); Randall et al., 2004: 16

(Tonga).

Material examined. JNU 20091030, one specimen,
151.4 mm in standard length (SL), Daepo-ri, Seowgipo-
si, Jeju Idland, Korea, with gill net, 30 October 2009.

Description. Counts for the present specimen are
shown in Table 1. Dorsal fin rays X, 11; and finraysllIl,
8; pectoral finrays 18; pelvic finrays|, 5; caudal fin rays
21; lateral line scales 50; first gill rakers 6+14.

Measurements are presented as a percentage in stan-
dard length (SL): body depth 26.9; head length 33.0; up-
per jaw length 10.6; snout length 11.6; interorbital width
10.2; eye diameter 7.4; predorsal fin length 12.2; prepec-
toral fin length 31.6; preanal fin length 65.3; preventral
fin length 31.9; dorsal fin base length 44.5; pectoral fin
base length 4.6; anal fin base length 14.2; pelvic fin base
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Fig. 1. Aprion virescens Vaenciennes, INU 20091030, 151.4mm SL, gill net, Jeju Island, Korea.

Table 1. Comparison of morphologica characters of Aprion virescens

Morphological characters Present study Cuvier and Valenciennes (1830) Lee(1987)

Standard length (mm) 151.4(n=1) none(n=7) 364.0(n=1)

Counts
Dorsal finrays X, 11 X, 11 X, 11
Pectora fin rays 18 18 18
Pelvic finrays 1,5 1,5 -
And finrays 1, 8 1,8 1,8
Gill rakers 6+14 - 4+13
Poresin lateral line 50 - 47

length 3.6; length of longest dorsal fin ray 10.0; length of
longest pectoral fin ray 12.2; length of longest anal fin
ray 9.4. Measurements are presented as a percentage in
head length (HL): snout length 35.0; upper jaw length
32.2; interorbital width 31.0; eye diameter 22.4.

Body typical fusiform and anterior profile of head cu-
rved gently. Eye entered somewhat deeply and located
above head; posterior margin of maxilla dightly reaching
anterior margin of eye; teeth in both jaw single arrange-
ment, with three strong canines anteriorly and roof of
mouth present on vomer and palatines; scaleless in ante-
rior part of head, between eye and mouth; afew ctenoid
scales on cheek and preopercle; pectoral fin very short,
amost equal to snout length; soft parts of posterior dor-
sal and anal fins towards back and no scales.

Color when fresh. Body overall dark blue, but greenish
on back; head light brown with dark blue on above; dor-
sal fin dark yellow with four black spots; pectoral and
ventral fin light yellow with brown margin; ana fin white;
caudal fin yellowish with dightly reddish on lower lobe
margin.

Color after preservation. Dark brown dorsaly, white
brown ventrally; dorsal fin and ventral fin dark gray.

Distribution. Widely known from East Africato the

Central Pacific Ocean: East Africa to Hawaii (Allen,
1985; Goren and Dor, 1994), from south Australia to
south Japan (Allen, 1985; Shimada, 2002; Randall et al.,
2004), Taiwan (Lee, 1987) and Korea (Jgju Island, pre-
sent study).

Remarks. Aprion virescensis easily distinguished from
related species by having a deep vertical groove in front
of eye, very short stubby pectoral fin almost equal snout
length, and 4~5 black dots on dorsal fin membranes
(Allen, 1984; Lee, 1987). Although the gill rakers and
lateral lines of our specimen were somewhat different
from previous study (Lee, 1987), meristic counts of the
present specimen almost agree well with previous des-
criptions of A. virescens(Table 1). Furthermore, Akazaki
(1984) and Shimada (2002) reported that A. virescens
has 48~ 50 lateral line pores and 5~ 9414~ 15 gill rak-
ers.

On the hand, A. virescensis not comparable to similar
species due to the only in genus Aprion, but the species
similar to Aphareus furca and Aphareus rutilans in Ja-
pan, but the former is easily distinguished from the others
by having posterior end of maxilla not reaching middie
of eyes, short pectora fin and groove before eye (Shima-
da, 2002). We propose a new Korean name, “Nok-saek-
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tung-dom”, for this species.
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