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Characteristics of Suicides among University Students in Korea:
An Analysis of News Reports

Chang Min Jang, Ji Young Choit

Korea Nazarene University

<Abstract>

Objectives: This study is to gain an understanding of the characterigtics of suicides committed by university sudents in Korea by assessing
news reports. Methods: A total of 97 news reports on university student suicides on daily newspapers and TV newscadts from 2000 to
2011 are included in this study. Anayses were performed on sociodemographic characterigtics of suicided university students and tempora
and other charecteristics of the suicides. Results: Suicide rate was higher among maes than femaes. The most frequently used method
of suicide was jumping off while the most common place was the students' residence. Issues related to academic and financiad problems
topped as the ressons for suicide. There were no differences in the ressons for committing suicide by school year and enroliment, but
the location and season of committing suicide differed by reasons for suicide Conclusions: Implication of this study, discusson on the

results and suggestions for suicide prevention are discussed.

Key words: Suicide, University students, News reports, Cause of suicide, Location of slicide

I. M2

2011 ¢ 3 B3k fEuEtell A= B fEh Ao A 5
B Bt 55 283 FAUE HE o]2770A] g}
T FAE O dFEHAT TFNA A AT
A JAEY ZLA|EA dARAM 25 A T
YHt F S ol4i7} H itk Azl B
gho] A AEA oG AE B AkS
o] A A A4 74 A °‘L HHERE B
of = gl Sol| A 9 A w59
AR A = gk MstA 84
2 usHr)eRrt 4EA 9 3
2001 FH H < 937t sy z}*—iizﬂ o =

2309 9] tfAY o] A4k | TH(Park, 2011).

L

l‘l

A 2
le wed =
42 YA Y

IMFIPS P

Z|

g
B Mo MET $ST 456H 7|
~

*

2 ope 5%
- =39 2011.11.30 - A Y 2011.12.23

- AlA A

A4 2000 8 H2 7dzE Zd%g] Z-5 -0 AL
2} H3t 1097 (Kim, 2007) Bt} B & 30|t} T3 tjst
AE9] tFEo] &3 20t o] AP OJ 1917} A2 A 20
o Qo] AFESl F 44.9%E 2HA] 3 th(Korean National
Statistical Office, 2011). AMAIH O Z = 20t 9] A&l &
obAlE FAIAA, Bl= U ol AT e 13
1100789 @i A sty Abge] 2 Ylolth
(Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 2007).

] AFS] oA Apado] AZRE AR A 7L | Alo] o)A

L5 42 oyt gL fEuEte] AtEC] AlA H
Fedolgts A2 ASHoR ZAAZTE Holstg

(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
[OECD], 2010). L2ju} & sty zpado] & ofw7t &
A 252k U3 Aako] e Ao ul3) i o

13} 041-570-7969 Fax: 041-570-1485 E-mail: ¢jy0102@kornu.ac.kr
20114 & LpAlEICH &t Btaod fH| o x| €S Hho}

T =AS.

9: 2011.12.29



4 MEERREESE

2 23R 2] @ A YA BT EF T
olebe WA wEHoR A HAoR F& A
281402 Aol A2 AFHE HE74 wrol7]
wo] 2] A8l BASt v HEHoT B 4 9]
WEQAE ZET A% 1Pk A By Yol
BESHO R ol w718 WA Fd 27149
7) Aee ERTHT BH7E ol oMY tistel
e Aue o AsdA 54 AuozA By oy
o] 93 YAH 1o B o3l WS I 53 5
AR AFE ALAG oA AL TH, A, 7
A3k A DAYAE BFH] Bol h3py Aol o)

ol

FHgE moter| = JETh
sty Ao #E 7] ATolAE ol g AHS
2 Q) oAy Apakel tiek A8 AlA S Bk 200 A
s AR AN Yo =3 S Yo R 43
H A7 tf o] tgA o] A Hke A 7ol
U HE 5S8R 2Ef X2 &, 55, FL 5 A
2ko] 918 @ <l(suicide risk factor)S AH ’S‘FL o] tj&
o] 3(Kim, 2009; Cho & Shin, 2009; You & Lee, 2008; Ha
& An, 2008; Lee & Kim, 2007; Sohn, 2007; Min, 2005;
Hamilton & Schweitzer, 2000; Kraik & Danforth, 1992; Bonner
& Rich, 1988; Sherer, 1985), HIole AV|ETH
(self-efficacy, Kim & Jung, 2010), A+3] 2] | ) (socia support,
Yang & Clum, 1994) 18] <A (spirituality, Choi & Kim,
2011; Taliaferro, Rienzo, Pigg, Miller, & Dodd, 2009)3} 1%
A(religiosity, Abdel-Khalek & Lester, 2007, Zhang & Jin,
1996)%5-¢] B35 9 Sl(protective factor)ol] that Aol 34 5
of ok v AL AMANERY 2 WIS U
B} 7] wj £ of| (Fergusson, Woodward, & Horwood, 2000) A+
2] S olgliste Hole %ol 2 F YA T A4
AE olsftrol= Al Atk kA $-2] Aol A
U= st Ao EAR QS AR Ry] 93 ¢
A ity o] A4k @ tig AF7F Algsith & AT e
Abol #gk FAAQ1 FAE AFshe TAF L AFEA
AR} HEA «] HEHEY 5 %53}05{ A5k o 8y
of At J?{rf& 7] wzol
Hho o] tishy A A
ASE WdoE
o7 A

¢
¢

o
4
30,
v}

Ir
o
K
e,
=
é“.:
rlo
oft

3 ARtk 7148 B3 4
SEAE o) AEel Dol Aohe A48 42
Jo] ©

= E3hof 5
ofehi 1 B4 Mle BA AT o)) d AL 9
SojAle] BEE e AA7IAE B A
ASAT, ZAR TS ARAEE Fal T A
S BA, AFAH LA B4)T AABE WL
shopstsi .

2l

o

ol it
o &

o)

=
=

PN

H, ESUR, A =
A, FZUR), 67 FEEANAHFA 2, A2, KBS,

<
™
o
W
w
o
<
_|
Z =
[
Ach
=
[y
N
=L
N
18
>
M
ol
ro
b
=
e
I

=
©
>
A
4
o

H, E‘E w‘-’rifqoh AFof &g, Al

=z
=
! 4 B NZEASIE oS ol gl

Lo
. oX i

2

e
=
o
o
me 2L T e o)

A 218k
78‘-‘% TFAE Fof et o g el
20t 2kl ste et sl A o
= Attt a8 A Y
3 714 &5 3l Y g
[FHoZ HAS + AT
= 7| Adgste] AR &
T2 ARl tiE) B
o}, £ o= SPSS for Window ver.

_Q
.
o
rlrﬁrlrm
ﬁ,NH;l"oH'l
> oge b %
o Moo 3B b ok

OEELM“

4 fo L

it om

>

oje} 22 7%

o
A, AFAN G 54

(o)

A3 X2 AARE AN

ol
o
3R



2000 56| 20117404 s Apte 12437 F9771 0
Z1d H 819 Aol REE T d=EZE 20003
ol 171(1.0%), 20023l = ¢ A% HAE R ¢hgkort 2003
ol 1671(16.5%), 2004130l 1571 (155%) .2 9k, 2011
o= 109714 1473(14.4%)°] R =5 % T<Table 1>. o] &
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o tiai Ay} 20034, 20044, 2011 ol E3] 714} A7}
B olfrel M= Hae ZA= itk 2y o] Al

<Table 1> Temporal characteristics (n=97)

of Zh=oigely EA S AAEA 7} AL 02 A o
F3p7F HoH oo et #A-L whgste] Uisty A
of &3t 7|A}F Bel] REH Zog FAT 4 gk

et AN R E GE/AEEE A9 R, 3Y, 44, 8
4, 1029 747+ 104 ool o, & 2o Hlsl #9
A B e oSt AFEER E(359) F 344
(35.1%), 5(6-8¥)F 712(9-11¥)l 27+ 237(23.7%), A&
(12-2€)9l 177(17.5%)°] LAt H oY A- TF Fo ¢ A
ol fIATh Apako] Yot AlZE2 00-06A] ol 1471(14.4%),
06-12/19l 1673(16.5%), 12-1841ll 2071(20.6%), 18-244] ]l
3071(30.9%), 4 177(17.5%)01 0 o1, Azt 2+ <) 8
Apol& AATh

Variable Frequency(%)
2000 1( 1.0)
2001 3( 31
2002 0( 0.0)
2003 16(16.5)
2004 15(15.5)
Vet 2005 10(10.3)
2006 4 4.0)
2007 10(10.3)
2008 7072
2009 6( 6.2)
2010 11(11.3)
2011(~Oct) 14(14.4)
Spring 34(35.1)
Mar 14(14.4)
Apr 11(11.3)
May 9( 9.3)
Summer 23(23.7)
Jun 6( 6.2)
Season & Month
July 7( 7.2
Aug 10(10.3)
Fall 23(23.7)
Sep 4( 4.1)
Oct 12(12.4)

Nov 7 (7.2)
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Variable Frequency(%)
Winter 17(17.5)
Dec 4(4.2)
Jan 4(4.1)
Feb 9(9.3)
00:00-06:00 14(14.4)
06:00-12:00 16(16.5)
Time 12:00-18:00 20(20.6)
18:00-24:00 30(30.9)
Unknown 17(17.5)

** p<0.01, Chi-square goodness-of-fit test
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(p<0.001). = Atz o AFA4e hd 2 A3ty E = v
ol A7} o3 3L(53%, 54.6%), F AR} e A$
FhA 1171(11.3%), 1313 1071(10.3%), 2813 1074(10.3%),
33hd 571(5.2%), 431d 87 (8.2%) .2 #2 & ztolrt ¢l
At

<Table 2> Sociodemographic characteristics (N=97)

Variable Frequency (%)
Mae 70(72.2%)
Sexx** Female 25(25.8%)
Unknown 2( 2.1%)
Freshman 11(11.3%)
Sophomore 10(10.3%)
Junior 5( 5.2%)
School Status
Senior 7( 7.2%)
Leave of absence 11(11.3%)
Unknown 53(54.6%)

*** n<0.001, Chi-square goodness-of-fit test
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<Table 3> Variables related to suicide (N=97)

Variable Item Frequency(%)
Hanging 27(27.8)
Drinking Poison 17(17.5)
Falling 38(39.2)
Method of Suicide*** Suffocating 562
Drowning 4 4.0)
Setting fire 2(21)
Slitting 1( 1.0)
Unknown 2(21)
House 40(41.2)
Rented room 11(11.3)
Vicinity of house 4 4.0)
Building 4 4.1)
. Accommodation 18(18.6)
éﬁfgﬂg“’f School 6( 6.2)
Religious Facility 3( 31
Mountain, River, Sea 4 4.0)
Car 2(2.1)
Others(Subway, Warehouse, Police Station) 3( 31
Unknown 2(21)
Personal factor 12(12.4)
Physical ailment, plastic surgery 6( 6.2
Mental disorder 6( 6.2
(depression, hipolar disorder)
Family factor 18(18.6)
Family relationship 6( 6.2)
(conflict, discord)
Economic problems 12(12.4)
(school fee, hardships)
Case of Suicide"** Social & environmental factors 40(41.2)
Military (enlistment) 2( 21
Crime 7( 7.2
(perpetrator, victim, sense of guilt)
Maladjustment, pessimism 7( 7.2
School work 17(17.5)
(grade, test, career path)
Relationship with opposite sex 7( 7.2
Indefinable factor 27(27.8)

*** p<0.001, Chi-square goodness-of-fit test
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<Table 4> Differences in the suicide characteristics by cause of suicide

e A7

g A3 A
21 TH(p<0.001).
MAA 8Ql, 72 agl, A B S A el BF A
AWl AL F AT TP BRAT A S
ALstn B Aol Qoo AFEH/AE

A=2H7|EF 7}, FEA ol A 7 withAERH e,
SPRFRAA O], A 8 B3 891e

& F Ut o] BRIt} TE]a 2Ae 4 Q= golo] A9 LulA o)

== 9}1\9}\[ 2 vko O ] X AR ARGy Ko

. 7P B I vl (AR ol T
B A
=] e}

A, 7, ke

Unit: Case(%)
Cause of Suicide
Personal factors Family factors enviror?r?gr?i al&factors In(f:i;f:itz?fle Tou
Freshman 1( 9.1%) 2(18.2%) 7(63.6%) 1( 9.1%) 11(25.0%)
Sophomore 1(10.0%) 3(30.0%) 3(30.0%) 3(30.0%) 10(22.7%)
School status  Junior 0( 0.0%) 3(60.0%) 1(20.0%) 1(20.0%) 5(11.4%)
Senior 2(28.6%) 1(14.3%) 3(42.9%) 1(14.3%) 7(15.9%)
Leave of absence 2(18.2%) 3(27.3%) 5(45.5%) 1( 9.1%) 11(25.0%)
Total 6(13.6%) 12(27.3%) 19(43.2%) 7(15.9%)  44(100.0%)
Spring(Mar~May) 6(50.0%) 2(11.1%) 9(22.5%) 17(63.0%) 34(35.1%)
. Summer(Jun~Aug) 3(25.0%) 4(22.2%) 10(25.0%) 6(22.2%) 23(23.7%)
Season Fall(Sep~Nov) 2(16.7%) 7(38.9%) 11(27.5%) 3(11.1%) 23(23.7%)
Winter(Dec~Feb) 1( 8.3%) 5(27.8%) 10(25.0%) 1( 3.7%) 17(17.5%)
Totd 12(12.4%) 18(18.6%) 40(41.2%) 27(27.3%) 97(100.0%)
House/Rented room 7(58.3%) 9(50.0%) 26(68.4%) 9(33.3%) 51(53.7%)
Vicinity of house/Building 2(16.7%) 2(11.1%) 2( 5.3%) 2( 7.4%) 8( 8.4%)
Accommodation 1( 8.3%) 0( 0.0%) 3( 7.9%) 14(51.9%) 18(18.9%)
Location of g1
Suicide*** Religious Facility 0( 0.0%) 3(16.7%) 5(13.2%) 1( 3.7%) 9( 9.5%)
Mountain, River, Sea, Car/
Others (Subway, warehouse, 2(16.7%) 4(22.2%) 2( 5.3%) 1( 3.7%) 9( 9.5%)
Police Station)
Totd 12(12.6%) 18(18.9%) 38(40.0%) 27(28.4%) 95(100.0%)

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001, Fisher's exact test.
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