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Review of the Measurement of Mother Child Interaction
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to review the concept of Mother-Child Interaction (MCI) as well as its
theoretical model and measurement methods. Methods: A review of related theories and research was done to
identify the concept and present status of MCI measuring techniques. Results: The concept of MCI contains the
two aspect of attachment and child rearing. MCl is unique in that it includes a dyadic process. The concept of MCI
was developed based on attachment theory, Barnard's theory, and the goodness of fit model, MCI involves
sensitivity, responsiveness, reciprocity, contingency, mutual satisfaction, and child developmental stimulation
including positive and negative affection. Most instruments involved observation, especially in structured
situations, and most were developed for mother-infant interaction. Conclusion: MCl is a reciprocal, goal-oriented
partnership process and is an ongoing process during childhood. Instruments for measuring MClI for preschoolers
as well as appropriate self-reporting instruments need to be developed for wide use in practice and in research.
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