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Korean Critical Care Advanced Practice Nurses' Work Experience: A Focus Group Study
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Purpose: This study was aimed to understand and describe the Korean critical care advanced practice nurses' work
experience. Methods: Data was collected through 2 focus group interviews that were held in two different university
hospitals in Seoul, Korea. All interviews were recorded and transcribed, and data were analysed using modified
qualitative content analysis. Results: Ten themes were drawn from data analysis. They are “Various and complex tasks”,
“Excellency of advanced nursing practice”, “Pressure and responsibility accompanied with pride”, “Role identity
confusion”, “Role conflict”, “Leaping and evolving role”, “Gap between role and outcome evaluation”, “Underestimated
outcomes”, “Where are my outcomes?” “Searching for outcomes: publicize the role”. Conclusion: The results of this
study help to understand the role of Korean critical care advanced practice nurses and to guide to outcome evaluation
of their role effectiveness. Developing qualitative outcome indicators, cost-effectiveness ananlysis of Korean critical care
advanced practice nurses' role, and accumulation of evidences through researches on outcome evaluation will be needed

to successfully settle down advanced practice nursing in Korea.
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Table 1, General Characteristics of Participants
Classification Category
Female
Gender Male
Age 30-39
v 40-49

Complete master's course
Education Master's degree
Complete doctoral course

Inpatient unit

Experience as an APN <5
(y) 5-10
/ >10
Main work site IcuU

Outpatient center
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